
 

 

The Sole purpose of this publication is to promote God’s message of  
salvation through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Additional free literature is available upon request. 

     
  The Bibles of the Martyrs 

“The Matthews Bible” 
 
JOHN ROGERS BORN IN 1500 – MARTYRED FEBRUARY 4, 1555- 
1537 FIRST EDITION OF MATTHEWS BIBLE 
 
   John Rogers was born about 1500 and martyred in 1555. He received his 
B.A. degree at Cambridge in 1525. From there he entered the priesthood 
and went to Christ Church (then called Cardinal College) in Oxford, 
England.  About 1534 he became chaplain to the Merchant Adventurers at 
Antwerp. There he met William Tyndale and Myles Coverdale. These two 
men witnessed to him and as a result he came to a saving knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. John Foxe writes of his conversion – "In conferring with 
them the Scriptures, he came to a great knowledge in the Gospel of 
God, insomuch that he cast off the heavy yoke of popery, perceiving it 
to be impure and filthy idolatry…." 

   In May of 1535 Tyndale was arrested and 
imprisoned, but he continued to work on his 
translation of the Old Testament. On October 6th, 
1536 he was tied to a stake in Vilvorde, prayed 
"Lord, open the King's eyes," and was strangled 
and burned to ashes. But, Tyndale had given his 
disciple, John Rogers, his unpublished 
manuscripts from Joshua through Chronicles. 
Tyndale had published the Pentateuch in 1530 
and Jonah in 1531. Rogers busied himself 
preparing to publish ALL of Tyndale's Bible 
translation work. The “Matthews” Bible was 
far better than Coverdale's version because it 
had been carefully translated from the 

original Hebrew and Greek. (“The Matthews Bible, continued on top of 
page 2) 
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 (“The Matthews Bible”, continued from page 1) What was missing from being 
 translated from the Hebrew was Ezra through Malachi. Rogers filled in with Coverdale's 
 translation. The only translation that Rogers actually did was the prayer of Manasses in 
 the Apocrypha, which he translated from the 1535 Olivetan Bible. 
   The editorial and collation work were at la   s t completed and it was sent to the printer, 
probably in Antwerp. The printed pages were   then sent to England under the name of the 
"Matthew’s Bible," no doubt because Tyndale Bibles were illegal in England. The 
London printers Grafton and Whitechurch were to complete the printing of the Bible and  
sell it.     
   The Bible included a flattering dedication to the King and was signed, "Your Grace's 
faithful and true subject, Thomas Matthew."  They passed along a proof copy to 

Archbishop Thomas Cranmer. On August 
4, 1537 the archbishop sent a letter to 
King Henry VIII's Secretary of State 
saying –  
   "You shall receive…a Bible in English, 
both of a new translation and of a new 
print, dedicated unto the King's 
Majesty…which in my opinion is very 
well done, and therefore I pray your 
lordship to read the same. And as for the 
translation, so far as I have read thereof, 
I like it better than any other translation 
herefore made; yet not doubting that 
there may and will be found some fault 

therein, as you know no man ever did or can do so well, but it may be from time to 
time amended. And for as much as the book is dedicated to the King's Grace, and 
also great pains and labour taken in setting forth of the same, I pray you, my lord, 
that you will exhibit the book unto the King's Highness, and that you will obtain of 
his Grace, if you can, a license that the same may be sold and read of every 
person, without danger of any Act, or proclamation, or ordinance heretofore 
granted to the contrary, until such time that we, the bishops, shall set forth a better 
translation, which I think will not be until a day after doomsday."  

   Thomas Cromwell did take it to the King and amazingly the King licensed the 
Matthew’s Bible. We know this because on August 13th Cranmer receives a letter from 
Cromwell saying that "he hath not only exhibited the Bible to the King's Majesty, but 
also obtained of his grace that the same shall be allowed by his authority to be bought 
and read within this realm." This is ironic. Why? Because Tyndale's huge initials WT 
and even his name are found throughout in the prefaces and notes in it. Obviously 
neither the King nor Cromwell examined the book that closely, though I believe the 
Archbishop knew full well its contents. Had it been examined carefully it would NOT 
have been approved because of their animosity against William Tyndale.  
(“The Matthews Bible”, continued on page 3) 
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(“The Matthews Bible”, continued from page 2) There are two editions of the 
Matthew's Bible that have a strange nickname. The 1549 & 1551 editions are called the 
Wife Beaters Bible because of a note on 1 Peter 3, which probably originated with 
Erasmus. The note reads… 
“He dwelleth wyth his wife according to knowledge, that taketh her as a necessarye 
healper, and not as a bonde seruaunte or bonde slaue. And yf she be not obedient and 
healpfull vnto hym endeueureth to beate the feare of God into her heade, that therby she 
maye be compelled to learne her dutie, and to do it. But chiefely he muste beware that he 
halte not in anye parte of his dutie to her ward. For his evill example, shall destroye 
more than al the instructions he can geve, shall edifie.” 
   As strange as it may seem, this was an era when the corporeal punishment of an errant 
wife was perfectly legal. The “rule of thumb” was law. Some have claimed that this 
phrase has its origins in a British common law rule which, allowed husbands to beat their 
wives with a stick no thicker than their thumb. 
   Blackstone, in his enormously influential Commentaries on the Laws of 
England  (1765), writes that "The husband also (by the old law) might give his wife 
moderate correction. For, as he is to answer for her misbehaviour, the law thought it 
reasonable to intrust him with this power of restraining her, by domestic chastisement, in 
the same moderation that a man is allowed to correct his servants or children; for whom 
the master or parent is also liable in some cases to answer. But this power of correction 
was confined within reasonable bounds; and the husband was prohibited to use any 
violence to his wife, aliter quam ad virum, ex causa regiminis 
et castigationis uxoris suae, licited et rationabiliter pertinet 
[other than what is reasonably necessary to the discipline and 
correction of the wife]. The civil law gave the husband the 
same, or a larger, authority over his wife; allowing him, for 
some misdemeanors, flagellis et fustibus acriter verbare 
uxorem [to wound his wife severely with whips and fists]; for 
others, only modicam castigationem adhibere [to apply 
modest corrective punishment].” (Taken from information at: 
www.urbanlegends.com/language/etymology/ruleofthumb. 
html). 
   Today such behavior is not acceptable and could land the 
practitioner in legal jeopardy.  But, in light of the times, it 
would be wrong to conclude that John Rogers was a woman 
hater and poor testimony. Some scholars believe the note did not even originate with 
Rogers but with Erasmus. No one knows for sure. We do know that Rogers had a 
dedicated wife and eleven children. It is true that John Rogers was a strong, 
uncompromising, preacher. He rose through the ranks in King Edward's reign until he 
was appointed as "divine lecturer" at St. Paul's Church in London. When Bloody Mary 
came to the throne, he preached a strong message at St. Paul's Cross telling the people to 
follow the Bible doctrines taught in King Edward’s time and warning them against 
"pestilent Popery, idolatry and superstition."    (“The Matthews Bible”, continued on top 
of page 4) 
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(“The Matthews Bible”, continued from page 3)  Queen Mary I 
(Mary Tudor, Bloody Mary) had him arrested and 
brought to trial. His popish judges urged him to revoke 
his stand on the Bible in English and his preaching 
against Catholic dogma. He responded "That which I 
have preached I will seal with my blood!" On January 
28th and 29th he came before the ecclesiastical court and 
was sentenced to be burned at Smithfield for heretically 
denying the Christian character of the Church of Rome 
and denying the real presence of Christ in the 
Sacraments. On February 4th, 1555 he was led out of prison to Smithfield. On the way 
his wife and ten of their eleven children met him. The French Ambassador writes of his 
amazement at seeing the support given to John Rogers by the people and his own family. 

He wrote, "even his children assisted at it, comforting him in 
such a manner that it seemed as if he had been led to a 
wedding." He was tied to the stake and the fires were lit and as they 
engulfed him the historian says, "he washed his hands in the flames, 
as�though�it�had�been�in�cold�water."  
   John Rogers was the first martyr of Bloody Mary's reign, and his 
friend, John Bradford, wrote that "he broke the ice valiantly." 
   “The permanent interest of the ‘Matthew’ Bible lies in the fact 
that it forms the real basis of all later revisions, and that through 
the line of the Great Bible, and of the Bishops’ Bible, our 
Authorised Version (King James Bible) is descended from it as 
from a direct ancestor.” (The Evolution of The English Bible by W. 
H. Hoare; p. 129).

The account of Reverend John Rogers being burned by “Bloody�
Mary” was well known to Colonial American children as it was included in many issues 
of�the�New�England�Primer. 
   I will conclude this article on John Rogers and his Matthews Bible by including Psalm 
23 from the Matthews Bible: 
   The Lord is my Shepherd, I can want nothing. He feedeth me in a green pasture, and 
leadeth me to a fresh water. He quickeneth my soul, and bringeth me forth in the eay 
of righteousness for his name sake. Though I should walk now in the valley of the 
shadow of death, yet I fear no evil, for thou art with me: thy staff and thy sheephook 
comfort me. Thou prepareth a table before me against my enemies: Thou anointest my 
head with oil, and fillest my cup full, Oh let thy loving kindness and mercy follow me 
all the days of my life, that I may dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
Editor’s note; Dr. David Brown has been extremely kind and generous 
with his time to write these articles for us. I highly recommend his book, 
“The Indestructible Book, Examining the History of our English Bible”. It 
can be purchased on Amazon. We are thankful for his continued effort in 
writing for The Conversion Center!-MTR 
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2020 tract project 
   we are raising money to send tracts to guatemala! 
a missionary friend, lacy wheeler, is arranging a 
shipping container to leave the united states in 

september! please pray with me for 
$10,000 to send 500,000 tracts to this 
needy, central american country. 
   here are some facts about this 
needy land: guatemala has a 

population of 17.2 million people. it is one of the 
poorest countries in the western hemisphere with the 
average income being only $600 per year! 
the population is over 47% roman catholic 
and the crime rate is extremely high. the 
country of guatemala has over 100 
murders per week!!! guatemala has 4 cities 
that are in Latin america’s top 10 for 
worst crime.  
   please pray with me for the funds needed 
to print these tracts. i keep a “thermometer” in the 
office to track our progress. as of this publication, 
we have almost $1,200. any gifts for this can be 

LabeLed “GuatemaLa”. each doLLar 
will pay for 52 tracts! funds are 
needed by august 31st for us to be 
able to get the printing finished 
and to the warehouse in time for 
shipment.-mtr   
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CORONA VIRUS (Wuhan Virus)    
At the time of assembling this newsletter, 
the Coronavirus is the biggest and 
seemingly only news that anyone wants to 
talk about. At the time I am working on 
this, there are 11,432 cases in the United 
States with 171 deaths. By the time you are 

reading this, the numbers will be higher. While I try to use this forum 
strictly for ministry and updates regarding projects and the ministry, I 
want to address this briefly, if I may. I want to make several points: 
1. This did not catch God by surprise. He’s omniscient (all knowing). 
2. God is still on the throne. (Malachi 3:6a, Hebrews 13:8) 
3. We’ve been promised that perilous times would come and now is our 
chance to let our lights shine for HIM!!! (2 Timothy 3:1, Matthew 5:16) 
4. God hasn’t given us the spirit of fear, but of a sound mind. In a culture 
of panic and craziness, we should remain prayerful and calm. (2 Timothy 
1:7, 1 Peter 5:7) 
5. We should use these tough times as opportunities to witness to our lost 
loved ones, coworkers, neighbors, etc. Moving towards the time of Palm 
Sunday and Easter can be an excellent time to witness, but especially 
when people are facing their own mortality! 
6. Don’t neglect your Bible teaching, Bible preaching church in either 
your attendance (when feasible) or your giving! Our temptation is to hold 
back on giving to God when things may get tight financially when He 
truly deserves our “firstfruits”!  (Proverbs 3:9,10, Exodus 23:19, 34:26) 
7. This world is not our home, but it is our mission field! Let’s be faithful 
to pray for the lost, witness to them and to support the cause of missions 
until HE calls us home! 
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   Dear Reader,  
   Thank you so much for reading this edition of The Gospel 
Catholic! It’s been an exciting start to 2020! We are so thankful for 
what God has allowed us to see accomplished in the last few months 
since we last “spoke”! 

   Brownsville/Matamoros We have established our fifth tract depot and the first one in 
the Rio Grande Valley. We’ve just mailed 15,000 tracts to Bro. Gomez for distribution. 
Please pray for his health as he’s having issues with his heart.  
   Million tracts for Mexico The Million tracts for Mexico were safely printed in 
January, transported to TN, loaded up (seen below) and shipped to Mexico. I received 
word that they were safely unloaded at Bro. Wheeler’s warehouse and we’ve sent funds 
for a Bible institute student to run them through the folder we’ve provided. The student 
was needing work to provide for his family while he studies and I’ve sent the funds to 

make provision. Please pray for the many hundreds of thousands of souls 
who will read these tracts that they will come to see their need of a 
Saviour and call upon the Lord and Him alone for 
salvation! 
   Peru Some of you may know that I was to take a trip to 
Peru to a Bible conference to work on logistics for setting 
up a distribution point there for South America. Due to 
travel restrictions, the conference has been cancelled.If it’s 

rescheduled, I will consider going if I can fit it in my schedule. 
Regardless, I will be in contact with Missionary Don Rich to see what  
our options are for shipping literature to him.  
   Personal If you didn’t figure it out by the picture at the top of the page, we are 
EXPECTING! Rachel is due with our “Peanut” on September 4th. As of this moment, 

we don’t know if we are having a boy or a girl but we should know 
by the end of April. We are thankful for this precious gift and while 
the kids are certainly biased on which gender they want (the boys 
want a brother, the girls want a sister), we are praying for a healthy 
baby and safe pregnancy for Rachel. Our family is doing well and is 
mostly healthy. We are thankful for the Lord’s provision during this 
trying time. My travel plans are very much in the air but the Lord 

knows. Please pray for us as we continue to serve Him. This month makes 9 years that 
I’ve been the Director of  The Conversion Center. I look forward to what HE has in store 
for us.  
   Book offer Even before the unsettling time with the Coronavirus, I had 
decided to use “Causes and Cures of Poverty” by my Dad for our  book 
offer. I think you will find it a real help with a biblical view on finances. 
Dad is the Chairman of our Board of Directors and has written on many 
topics over the years. I trust it will be a blessing to you! God bless and 
thank you for being an integral part of our ministry! 
                                             Yours for the Kingdom,  
                                                            Mark T. Reno, Director    



 

 

The Gospel of Grace 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
God’s Word, the Bible, Tells Us We Need To Be Saved 
 “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Matthew 18:11 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 “Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3 
Religious Works Cannot Bring Salvation 
 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
 He saved us.” Titus 3:5 
 “…not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:9 
 “… all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 
 “ This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.”  John 6:29 
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salvation 
 “Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24 
 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14:6 
We Must Repent From Sin and Accept Christ To Be Saved 
            “... for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Matthew 9:13 
            “... the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Matthew 1:15 
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever  
              believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16 
  “…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”  John 6:37 
We Are Saved By Grace Through Faith Alone 
            “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”  

 Romans 3:28 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of              
Jesus Christ…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. Galatians 2:16. 

 
 

                 
             HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and all-           

sufficient Savior? If not, you are invited to trust Him NOW. Today is the day of salvation. Then 
unite with a Christ-centered, Bible teaching, Missionary-minded, Separated, and 

Fundamental, New Testament Christian Church. 
*************** 

THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC. 
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission  

THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publication of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be mailed to you free and postage paid 
upon request. It is also available via email and our website. Free tract samples will also be mailed upon request. 

HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program? 
HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your will? 

FOUNDER – Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark T. Reno, Director; Pastor J. Paul Reno, Board Chairman; Dr. Steve 
Zeinner, Vice Chairman; Dr. David L. Brown; Dr. Bruce Kohler, Secretary; Mrs. Patricia Maconaghie and Dr. Tim Rabon  
 

International Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384 
Telephone (301) 790-2593 | Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com 


