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The Sole purpose of this publication is to promote God’s message of
salvation through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Additional free literature is available upon request.

The Chained Bible
For several years I was the associate curator of Ink and Blood: The
Museum Exhibit of the Bible. The Ink represented ink of the scribe and
the printer, and the Blood
represented the blood of the
martyrs who gave their lives in
order that people have the Bible
in their own language. Today I
travel
nationally
and
internationally as the speaker
and curator of the Biblical
Heritage Archive Collection. It
is exciting for me to tell the true
stories of martyrs like William
Tyndale who gave us our first printed English New Testament and John
Rogers who gave us a whole Bible as he faced being burned at the stake
and would NOT recant for publishing the Bible in English and preaching
from it, but proclaimed, “That which I have preached I will seal with my
blood.” I have stood on the ground where he was burned to ashes on
February 4, 1555. These men are my heroes.
In this issue, we will look at The Great Bible. It is also called the
Cranmer’s Bible , Cromwell’s Bible, Whitchurch’s Bible and the Chained
Bible. King Henry VIII saw that the people were clamoring for the Bible in
English. Two English Bibles, Coverdale's and Matthews’, were now being
sold by the authorization of the King. There had been no further decrees.
However, Coverdale's Bible was inaccurate in places because it was not
translated from the original Hebrew and Greek, but was diluted because it
was a translation of a translation. Further, it was feared that the Matthew's
Bible, which could be called the joint Tyndale‑Coverdale Bible, might
cause trouble for its promoters, if the shrewd Bishop Gardiner and his
friends should succeed in unmasking it for what it was. “The Great
Bible”, continued on top of page 2
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“The Great Bible”, continued from page 1 King Henry the VIII had put a bounty on
William Tyndale’s head and did not realize that the Matthews Bible followed the
Tyndale’s translation. Archbishop Thomas Cromwell, who was one of the strongest and
most powerful proponents of the English Reformation, saw that the time was right for a
new translation of the Bible. He explained to the King that there were deficiencies in the
other two Bibles in circulation. The King ordered another Bible be prepared. Myles
Coverdale was chosen to oversee the project. He was instructed that it must contain no
notes. The outcome was called “The Great Bible” because of its large dimensions. It
was the largest English Bible ever published to that time. Though the pages with
margins were larger, “its actual dimensions of engraved space are 13 ½ X 9
inches.” (English Versions of The Bible by J. I. Mombert; 1883; p.204). Indeed it was a
large folio, in black letter, without notes, and without any dedication. Its title-page reads
as follows:
“The Byble in Englyshe, that is to saye the content of all the holy scripture, bothe of
the old and newe testament, truly translated after the veryte of the Hebrue and Greke
texts by the dylygent studye of dyuerse excellent learned men, expert in the forsayde
tongues. Prynted by Rychard Grafton & Edward Whitchurch. Cum prilegio ad
imprimendum solum, 1539.”
It at once took rank as the “authorized version” of its time. In order that the “Great
Bible” might achieve the objective for which its publication was designed, that of
superseding all former licensed versions, a royal order was issued, “that every
clergyman in England should provide on this side of the feast next coming ‘one boke of
the whole Bible of the largest volume in Englysshe, and have the same sett up in summe
convenient place within the churche that he has cure of, whereat his parishioners may
most commodiously resort to the same and rede yt.’”
This order to have the Bible on display and provide a reader, while not universally
respected by the clergy, was in large degree obeyed; and in a large number of churches
Bibles were set up for free and public reading. They were chained to the reading podium
to insure that it would not be taken. They were very expensive volumes.
Coverdale had used the Matthews Bible as the basis for the Great Bible. He revised it
to bring it into conformity with the Hebrew and Latin text of the Complutensian
Polyglot. In respect of the Old Testament the Great Bible is practically Roger’s
compilation (i.e., “Matthews” Bible) corrected by aid of the Latin translation of
Sebastian Munster. In respect of the New Testament it is Tyndale’s version revised by
reference to the Latin of Erasmus, and by aid of the Latin Vulgate. The Great Bible was
never very popular with the Reformers because of its use of the corrupt Latin Vulgate in
the translations of some of the texts.
In fact, the Great Bible came very close to never being published! England was not yet
equipped to print such beautiful and extensive work as was desired. Therefore,
permission from the French King (Francis) was secured for the printing to be done in
Paris, by the famous printer Regnault. Coverdale and Grafton went over to supervise the
work. However, the inquisition was on and it was feared that the work might be stopped.
Bishop Bonner was Ambassador at Paris and as such, might travel without having his
baggage inspected. “The Great Bible”, continued on top of page 3
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“The Great Bible”, Continued from page 2 Thus the finished sheets of the printing went
to Cromwell via Bonner. Shortly after, an order for confiscation came from the
Inquisitor‑General in France, and the printer was arrested. There was a delay in the
execution and "four great dry vats" of printed matter were sold as waste paper instead of
being burned. Cromwell, by shrewd management, bought from Regnault the type,
presses and other outfit; and transferred them, along with the printer, to England. The
First Edition of this wonderful specimen of the art of printing was ready for distribution
in 1539.
Allow me to share with you the PSALM 23 – THE GREAT BIBLE
The Lord is my shepherde, therefore I can want nothing. He shall fede me in a
grene pasture & leade me for the beside the waters of comforte. He shall converte
my soule & bring me forth in the pathes of righteousness for hys names sake. Yee
though I walke thorow ye walley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evell, for
thou art with me, thy rodde & thy staffe comforte me. Thou shalt prepare a table
before me against them that trouble me, thou hast anointed my head with oyle, &
my cuppe shall be full. But (thy) lovynge kindness & mercy shall followe me all the
dayes of my lyfe, I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
The freedom to hear, read, own or preach from the English Bible proved to be short
lived. The last years of Henry VIII's reign were stormy ones. The English Reformers
deposed the Roman Catholics and convinced the King to order the wholesale
confiscation of ecclesiastical properties, destruction of images, shrines and other
symbols, the plundering of monasteries, monks and abbots and the wrecking of buildings
connected with worship. This caused a Roman Catholic reaction and rebellion throughout
the kingdom. Reformation leader Cromwell fell out of favor with the King. As a result he
was beheaded by the will of the reactionists. By 1543 all Tyndale Bibles were prohibited
and all notes and controversial matter in the Matthews Bible were ordered effaced. The
reading of the Bibles was confined to the upper classes. There was an extensive burning
of English Bibles.
In 1547 Henry died and the son of Henry VIII and Jane
Seymour, Edward VI, was the next King. He was ten years
old when he came to the throne. During his reign the English
Prayer Book was adopted. However, his reign was short lived.
The young king died July 6th, 1551 when he was just 15 years
old. He passed the crown to his 16-year-old cousin, Lady Jane
Grey, because his half-sister Mary I was unalterably Catholic.
Lady Jane was reluctant to accept the crown. But on Monday,
July 10th, 1553 Jane Grey was crowned Queen. She was a
scholarly and devoted Christian young lady and no match for
Henry VIII’s daughter. On July 19th, 1553 Mary I (Mary
Tudor also known as “Bloody” Mary) took the throne by
force and Queen Jane was deposed after only nine days.
Mary Tudor was determined to restore Roman
Catholicism to the realm and root out and crush anyone who opposed her, including her
Protestant cousin, Jane Grey. “The Great Bible”, Continued on top of page 4
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“The Great Bible”, Continued from page 3 Queen Mary I offered to spare Jane if she
would recant. She sent a priest to examine her to find out what she believed.
John Fecknam pressed Jane on her belief concerning transubstantiation. She replied –
“I think that at the supper I neither receive flesh nor blood, but bread and wine; which
bread when it is broken, and the wine when it is drunken, put me in remembrance how
that for my sins the body of Christ was broken, and his blood shed on the cross. ...I
ground my faith upon God's word, and not upon the church... The faith of the church
must be tried by God's word, and not God's word by the church; neither yet my
faith.” (Taken from: Foxe’s Book of Martyrs; 1684).
Fecknam asked what is necessary for a man to become a Christian. Jane responds,
"That he should believe in God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, three persons
and one God."
Fecknam asks if there is anything else necessary.
(He claimed that works are necessary for salvation).
Jane responds – “I deny that, and I affirm that faith
only saveth: but it is meet (right) for a Christian, in
token that he followeth his master Christ, to do good
works; yet may we not say that they profit to our
salvation. For when we have done all, yet we be
unprofitable servants, and faith only in Christ’s
blood saveth us.”
Jane refused to recant her biblical beliefs and was
sent to the block on February 8th 1554 and beheaded.
This was the beginning of Mary’s bloody reign.
One of Queen Mary’s first steps back to Romanism was to re-introduce “The Six
Articles.” The House of Commons passed them on April 2, 1554.
1. In the sacrament of the altar after the consecration there remaineth no substance of
bread and wine, but under these forms, the natural body and blood of Christ are
present.
2. Communion in both kinds is not necessary to salvation to all persons by the law of God;
both the flesh and blood of Christ are in the bread and wine.
3. Priests may not marry by the law of God.
4. The vow of chastity ought to be observed by the law of God.
5. The use of private masses is to continue, as men receive great benefit by them.
6. Auricular confession is expedient and necessary.

All Bibles in English were forbidden. England was plunged
back into darkness during her lifetime. She died in 1558. Her
25 year old Protestant half-sister Elizabeth I
succeeded her to the throne in 1559 and it
once again became legal to own, read, preach
from and print the Bible in English.
Editor’s note: We thank Dr. David Brown for
his very helpful articles. We recommend his book: “The Indestructible
Book” for an in depth study in the history of our English Bible.
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Mexico TracT ProjecT
i wanT To give you a brief
uPdaTe on The Million
TracTs we senT To Mexico. aT
The TiMe of our lasT
newsleTTer, The TracTs had
been shiPPed buT hadn’T
arrived yeT. everyThing
cleared cusToMs quickly
and The bible insTiTuTe
sTudenT has been working
To geT TheM folded (seen above). i
hadn’T known ThaT he was
wheelchair-bound so i’M Thrilled we
could helP hiM by Paying
hiM To run TheM
Through The folding
Machine. The TracTs are
quickly geTTing disPersed
and i Pray ThaT we can
do anoTher ProjecT wiTh
bro. wheeler early in 2021!
Many Thanks To all who
gave To see This ProjecT
coMe To fruiTion!- MTr
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Guatemala Tract Project 2020
Our big tract project for this year is for the country of
Guatemala. It has a population of over 17 million people.
We are praying for $10,000 by the end of
August so that we can print and ship 500,000
tracts in a container. Bro. Lacy Wheeler will
be handling the details for shipping the
container to Dr. Donate. Dr. Donate is pictured
(at right) at a
conference where we
both spoke. Having
met with Dr. Donate several times, I
am grateful to know that the tracts
will be used and distributed quickly.
PLEASE pray with us that the funds
will come in for this project. Any
donations for this can be marked “Guatemala”. God bless!
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Dear Reader ,

Thank you for taking the time to read this edition of The
Gospel Catholic. We have been doing well and are thankful for
all of God’s mercies to us in the last several months. Please
allow me the next few moments of your time to update you
briefly.
BOOK OFFER The offer for this newsletter is the
DVD, “Is Your Bible Missing Something?” by
David Daniels of Chick Publications. He has
written and assembled some wonderful materials and was an integral
contributor to the Adullam Films series we offered in times past. We hope
you enjoy this DVD!
CORONAVIRUS We have been very grateful that none of our family has
contracted the virus as far as we know. There were many delays in getting
my sister, Robynn, home for furlough from Brazil and we are grateful to announce that
she’s made it home safely. She has been a real help in getting our tracts translated into
Portuguese and she’s hoping to do more of that while she is in the states.
Because of the virus, I’ve been unable to travel for essentially 3 months and haven’t
been on an extended trip (more than a weekend) for 5. I am praying that the restrictions
lift soon so I can get out to the churches. Please pray for The Conversion Center to see
some more offerings as this has been a hard time for many ministries! We are thankful
for our faithful supporters; our opportunities are many.
PERSONAL Our family is doing well, considering. All children have finished school
and are enjoying a larger amount of “free time”. It’s been a challenge to explain why
they couldn’t see their friends at church or go to the park. However, we are thrilled to be
having services as normal (with social distancing) and under the same roof. Facebook,
conference calling, and parking lot services were helpful but it doesn’t seem the same. I
hope this will encourage people to not take church services for
granted.
Rachel is mostly doing well with the pregnancy. She’s had some
back issues with this one and it makes her tasks that much more
challenging. We learned that our baby due September 4th is a boy
and we are naming him Benjamin Thomas. The boys were thrilled
to have another brother and the girls have been good sports. The
last few months have been busy with birthdays and anniversaries.
Stephen turned 12 and hopes to begin flight school soon, Katie
turned 9 and Trisha turned 7. They are incredibly good helpers to Rachel. Reuben is 4
and has a real enthusiasm for all things planes, trains and lawn equipment. Rachel and I
had our 14th anniversary in May and are thankful for the years God has given us. We
thank the Lord for our readers and hope to hear from you! God bless you and thank you
for your prayers and support!
Yours for the Kingdom,
Mark T. Reno, Director
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The Gospel of Grace
God’s Word, the Bible, Tells Us We Need To Be Saved
“For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Matthew 18:11
“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23
“Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” John 3:3
Religious Works Cannot Bring Salvation
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us.” Titus 3:5
“…not of works, lest any man should boast.” Ephesians 2:9
“… all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” Isaiah 64:6
“ This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.” John 6:29
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salvation
“Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24
“I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14:6
We Must Repent From Sin and Accept Christ To Be Saved
“... for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Matthew 9:13
“... the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Matthew 1:15
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16
“…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.” John 6:37
We Are Saved By Grace Through Faith Alone
“Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”
Romans 3:28 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of
Jesus Christ…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. Galatians 2:16.

HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and allsufficient Savior? If not, you are invited to trust Him NOW. Today is the day of salvation. Then
unite with a Christ-centered, Bible teaching, Missionary-minded, Separated, and
Fundamental, New Testament Christian Church.
***************
THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC.
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission
THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publication of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be mailed to you free and postage paid
upon request. It is also available via email and our website. Free tract samples will also be mailed upon request.
HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program?
HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your will?
FOUNDER – Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark T. Reno, Director; Pastor J. Paul Reno, Board Chairman; Dr. Steve
Zeinner, Vice Chairman; Dr. David L. Brown; Dr. Bruce Kohler, Secretary; Mrs. Patricia Maconaghie and Dr. Tim Rabon
International Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384
Telephone (301) 790-2593 | Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com

