
 

 

The Sole purpose of this publica on is to promote God’s message of  
salva on through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrec on of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Addi onal free literature is available upon request. 

   The Bibles of The Martyrs 
The First Complete English Bible: The Coverdale Bible 

by Dr. David L Brown 
 
   William Tyndale had whetted the English people’s appetite for the Bible 
with his New Testament in English. Myles Coverdale sought to quench that 
thirst by producing the first complete Bible in English in 1535. Bloody 
Mary wanted to burn him at the stake, but God had different plans. 
   Myles (Miles) Coverdale was born in Yorkshire, England in 1487 or 
1488. He was educated at Cambridge. Coverdale was ordained (1514) and 
entered the house of Augustinian friars at Cambridge. In 1527 he wrote a 
letter to a friend telling how the love of Bible study has possessed his soul. 
He writes -- "Now I begin to taste of the Holy Scripture; now, honour 

be to God! I am set to the sweet 
smell of holy letters, with the  
godly savor of holy and ancient 
doctors…" John Bale wrote of 
Coverdale: “Under the mastership of 
Robert Barnes, he drank in good 
learning with a burning thirst. He 
was a young man of a friendly and 
upright nature and a very gentle 
spirit. He was one of the first to 
make a pure profession of Christ…
[and] he gave himself wholly to the 
propagating of the truth of Jesus 
Christ’s gospel…” 

   The record shows that in 1528 he was forced to reside abroad for his 
preaching against confession to the priest and images. It was while he was 
there that he met William Tyndale and worked with him on his translation 
efforts, primarily as a proofreader.  
(“The Bible of The Martyrs” continued on page 2) 
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(“The Bible of The Martyrs”, continued from page 1)  
When Tyndale was imprisoned, Coverdale felt compelled to get the entire Word of 
God in English to the people. And he succeeded. At almost the same time that the 
flames were consuming William Tyndale for the heresy of translating the Bible into 
English, Myles Coverdale was publishing the first complete English Bible (1535). 
The challenge was that he neither knew Hebrew nor Greek like Tyndale but he knew his 
limitations, and admitted them! Yet the DEMAND and NEED for the complete Bible 
was so great that he was willing to assume both the task and the risk. Here is what he 
says in his own words… 
   "Considering how excellent knowledge and learning an interpreter of Scripture ought 
to have in the tongues, and pondering also mine own insufficiency therein, and how 
weak I am to perform the office of a translator, I was the more loath to meddle with this 
work. Notwithstanding, when I considered how great pity it was we should want for so 
long, and call to my remembrance the adversity of them which were not only of ripe 
knowledge, but would also with all their hearts have performed that they began, it they 
had not had impediment… I was fain to take it in hand. And to help me therein, I have 
had sundry translations, not only in Latin, but also of the Dutch (i.e. German) 
interpreters, whom, because of their singular gifts and special diligence in the Bible, I 
have been the more glad to follow for the most 
part, according as I was required." 
   He went forward with his task to completion and 
made this comment in the dedication to Henry VIII 
in his 1535 Bible - "I have with a clear 
conscience purely and faithfully translated this 
out of five sundry interpreters, having only the 
manifest truth of the Scriptures before mine 
eyes." 
   Coverdale's translation efforts were not finished. 
Henry VIII’s Secretary of State, Thomas 
Cromwell, asked Coverdale to prepare a new 
translation since Henry would never sanction 
Tyndale’s New Testament, which Coverdale used 
for the New Testament in his edition of the Bible. 
Coverdale had proven that he was a careful editor and compiler and had a natural ability 
to select and use whatever materials he had available to him in his own Bible. Yet he 
knew that improvements were needed, so he accepted the task. The result was the Great 
Bible or Chained Bible (1539). He also edited the revision called Cranmer's Bible 
(1540). By decree, Cranmer’s revision of the Great Bible was put in all the English 
Churches so it could be available to the people. I should also note that Coverdale 
contributed to the Geneva Bible (1560). I will tell you about those Bibles in a coming 
article. 
With the passage of the anti-reformation Six Articles, Coverdale fled to the continent 
again, returning in 1547 after the death of Henry VIII. He enjoyed high favor under 
Edward VI, serving as bishop of Exeter from 1551 to 1553.  
“The Bible of The Martyrs”, continued on page 3) 



 

 

(“The Bible of The Martyrs”, continued from page 2)  
 
   On Mary Tudor’s (Mary I or Bloody Mary) acsension to the throne of England he lost 
his pastorate and was arrested and put in prison with many of the other leading English 
reformers. His letters indicate that he expected to be burned at the stake for his faith. He 
wrote -- 
   "You shall see in us that we preached no lies, nor tales of tubs, but even the true word 
of God, for which we, by God's grace, and help of your prayers, will willingly and 
joyfully give our blood to be shed for confirmation of the same."  

   The reference to “tales of tubs” refers to the fabulous tale of Saint 
Nicholas (i.e. Nicholas of Myra) who is alleged to have brought 
back to life three boys who had been murdered and butchered and 
hidden in a pickle tub of brine. 
   In another letter he exhorts the professors of the gospel to be 
steadfast in their course. He exhorted them -- 
   "Like God's children let us go on forward apace; the wind is on our 
back. Hoist up the sails, lift up your hearts and hands unto God in 
prayer; and keep your anchor of faith to cast in time on the rock of 
God's Word, and on his mercy in Christ…." 
   The “powers that be” fully intended that Coverdale should 
suffer martyrdom, but he had become related, by marriage, to the 
Chaplin of the King of Denmark, so the King intervened on his 

behalf. It took twelve months to secure his release. Bloody Mary tried to evade 
complying with the Danish King's request by alleging that Coverdale was in prison for a 
debt due to her by reason of his bishopric. But that ruse did not work because the King of 
Denmark said he would gladly pay any outstanding 
monies owed to her by Coverdale. Queen Mary finally 
released Coverdale on the condition that he leave England. 
He first went to Denmark, but because he did not know 
the language and he was unable to preach the Word. He 
left and went to Geneva, where he ministered preaching 
and teaching. It was not long before he connected with the 
several other fellow exiles, and joined them in preparing 
the Geneva translation of the English Bible released in 
1560. 
   He returned after Elizabeth's succession, and became 
widely known for his eloquent sermons and addresses. He 
was rector of St. Magnus, London Bridge, from 1563 to 
1566. He resigned when Archbishop Parker sought to 
enforce the Act of Uniformity, which Coverdale objected 
to because he believed that the New Testament was to 
guide the faith and practice of the Church and not the 
English Book of Common Prayer.  
   He went home to be with the Lord in February of 1568. 
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 Another Year Is Dawning 

 

Editor’s note, this poem is in our hymnbook and can be sung to several melodies,  
including “The Church’s One Foundation”. The words struck me as being so powerful 
and applicable for us, even thought it was written 145 years ago.  
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Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be, 

In working, or in waiting, 
Another year with Thee. 
Another year of mercies, 
Of faithfulness and grace; 
Another year of gladness 

In the shining of Thy face. 
Another year of progress, 

Another year of praise, 
Another year of proving 

Thy presence all the days. 
Another year of service, 
Of witness of Thy love, 
Another year of training 
For holier work above. 

Another year is dawning, 
Dear Master, let it be 

On earth, or else in heaven 
Another year for Thee. 

--Francis Ridley Havergal (1874) 



 

 

 2019 Tract Project 
   In the last edition of 
“The Gospel Catholic”, I 
told you that we had just 
over $7,200 for printing 
tracts for Mexico. We had 
been praying for $20,000 
to be able to print 350,000 
tracts and were praying 

about printing the tracts for less cost. PRAISE the 
LORD! Beacon of Truth ministries is going to print the 
tracts for us for a much cheaper cost (per tract), and 
enough money came in that we will be printing 
  

ONE MILLION TRACTS 
 

 after the first of the year! We 
learned that we had enough 
money in September for 
600,000 tracts and I began to 
pray for an additional $7,000 
to print a total of a million 
tracts. I needed to have the 
funds by the beginning of November and the funds 
came in the last week of October. We are thrilled, to say 
the least and ask you to pray for the many, many souls 
who will be reached with a Gospel tract. To God be the 
glory, GREAT things He hath done! 
                                                                Page 5 



 

 

           Dear Reader,  
   Thank you for taking the time out of your busy 
lives to read this edition of “The Gospel Catholic”. 
As we near the end of a year, I always take the 
time to consider what all has happened in it. I 
think of all that’s been accomplished, what wasn’t 
(and maybe should have been) and I’m grateful for 
the Lord giving me another year here on earth to 
serve Him in the capacity of the Director of The 
Conversion Center. Please allow me to update you 
on some aspects of the ministry, share some prayer 
requests and leave you with some goals for the 
next year. On a humorous note, I’ve been looking 
forward to this year coming up for a long time. 

Since I wear glasses, it’s the only time I can see 2020.  
   BRAZIL I was able to take a missions trip to Brazil with one of our supporting 
pastors, Tim Gengarella. I was there to 
encourage my siblings and see the work that 
they do, as well as help in some teaching and 
other aspects of their ministry. They work in 
the northern part of Brazil, not far from the 
equator (making the weather rather warm and 
humid). The picture to the right shows Pastor 
Tim and I posing with some kids in a public 
school where my siblings are able to go in and 
teach the Bible. I have three siblings there 
(Robynn and John pictured below, Hannah was 
in the States at the time) who’ve been serving 
a collective 58 years in Missions. It was an 

honor to 
go and see what God has done through them. Our 
tracts are currently being translated into Portuguese 
and I look forward to the day when we can 
establish distribution depots there.  
   While I was there, the country was amping up to 
celebrate “Cirio De Nazare”, a festival in Belem 
where the people take pilgrimages to go see an idol 
of Mary that’s brought out one time a year for 2 
weeks. The idol is paraded around a course of 
roughly 2 miles where a reported 2 million people 
gather to see “her”. Because it is such an emotional 
time, people strain  
“Letter from the Editor”, continued on page 7 



 

 

(Letter from the Editior, continued from page 6)  
 to touch the rope of the apparatus that brings the 
idol through the streets. It broke my heart to see 
people leaving the town where my siblings live, 
days in advance of this, so that they could walk a 
distance of well over 100 miles for a pilgrimage to 
go see this idol. Please pray for the tens of 
millions of lost souls in Brazil, steeped in 
Catholicism.  
   TRAVEL These last few months have been 
exceptionally busy, travel-wise for us. At one 
stretch, I was travelling for 7 out of 8 weekends 
and was gone over 20 days in October. Stephen 
and I took a trip in November that was 11 days long with 8 stops in 4 states. I will be 
travelling a little less after the first of the year and am looking forward to the break. 
However, we do thoroughly enjoy travelling to see our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
   NUN The former nun whom we’ve been supporting financially has been moved to a 
retirement home. We have worked with a godly, local pastor in her home area and he has 
arranged transportation for her to be able to make it to services. Please pray for RM as 
she settles in to her new living arrangements.  
   PERSONAL Our family is doing well. Many thanks for the kind notes and cards we 
get, asking about our health and for the encouraging words of support. God has been so 
good to us this year and we are grateful. I have been voted in as the Assistant Pastor in 

my home church, and while my responsibilities there will continue 
to grow, I will not be leaving off any of my tasks here at The 
Center. Your prayers and support on our behalf are always 
appreciated, but even more so with the increase in workload.  
   GOALS I’ve been in contact with a missionary in the Rio 
Grande area of TX/Mexico border and we are 
praying for $2,000 to establish a tract depot 
there. Also, PLEASE pray with us for $10,000 
to print 500,000 tracts for Guatemala this year. 
Bro. Wheeler is prayerfully planning to send a 
shipping container there this year and while 

we’ve had some boxes of our tracts sent there, we would love to have 
a big impact on that needy country. Also, please pray that we can 
send a large shipment of tracts to Peru. A missionary friend has built 
a warehouse for distributing tracts to various South American 
countries and has requested our materials. Lastly, let’s pray that the 
Lord would use us more in 2020 than in previous years and be thankful for all the doors 
of opportunity HE allows us to have. Let 2020 be another year to serve HIM! God bless,  
                                     Yours for the Kingdom,  
                                                Mark T. Reno, Director     
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The Gospel of Grace 
God’s Word, the Bible, Tells Us We Need To Be Saved 
 “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Ma hew 18:11 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 “Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3 
Religious Works Cannot Bring Salva on 
 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
 He saved us.” Titus 3:5 
 “…not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:9 
 “… all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 
 “ This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.”  John 6:29 
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salva on 
 “Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24 
 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14:6 
We Must Repent From Sin and Accept Christ To Be Saved 
            “... for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Ma hew 9:13 
            “... the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Ma hew 1:15 
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only bego en Son, that whosoever  
              believeth in Him should not perish but have everlas ng life.”  John 3:16 
  “…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”  John 6:37 
We Are Saved By Grace Through Faith Alone 

 “Therefore we conclude that a man is jus fied by faith without the deeds of the law.”  
 Romans 3:28 “Knowing that a man is not jus fied by the works of the law, but by the faith of        

Jesus Christ…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be jus fied. Gala ans 2:16. 
 
 

                 
             HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and all-           

sufficient Savior? If not, you are invited to trust Him NOW. Today is the day of salvation. Then 
unite with a Christ-centered, Bible teaching, Missionary-minded, Separated, and 

Fundamental, New Testament Christian Church. 
*************** 

THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC. 
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission  

THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publica on of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be mailed to you free and postage paid 
upon request. It is also available via email and our website. Free tract samples will also be mailed upon request. 

HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program? 
HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your will? 

FOUNDER – Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark T. Reno, Director; Pastor J. Paul Reno, Board Chairman; Dr. Steve 
Zeinner, Vice Chairman; Dr. David L. Brown; Dr. Bruce Kohler, Secretary; Mrs. Patricia Maconaghie and Dr. Tim Rabon  
 

Interna onal Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384 
Telephone (301) 790-2593 | Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com 
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