
 

 

The Sole purpose of this publica on is to promote God’s message of  
salva on through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrec on of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Addi onal free literature is available upon request. 

    The Bibles of The Martyrs 
The William Tyndale New Testament 

 
by Dr. David L Brown 

 
In England, possessing any portion of the Bible in English was a crime 
punishable by death! In 1519 at Coventry, England, seven people were 
burned at the stake. Why were they burned? John Foxe records “The  

principle cause of the  
apprehension of these persons 
was, for teaching their children 
and family the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Ten Commandments in  
English.” 
   There was a widow lady, Mrs. 
Smith who had been accused, but 
the Catholic Bishop chose to let 
her go. The Sheriff volunteered to 
take her home because it was 
evening and getting dark. As he 
took her by the arm, he heard a 
rattle in her sleeve. He demanded 

to see what made the noise so she pulled out a small scroll from her sleeve 
that contained the Lord’s Prayer, the Articles of Faith and the Ten  
Commandments in English. He immediately took her back to the Bishop, 
who when he saw what she had, immediately condemned her to be burnt 
with the other six men. They all were burned at the stake on April 4th, 
1519.    
    It was into this repressive environment that God raised up William  
Tyndale for the purpose of helping break the Roman Catholic Church’s 
iron grip on the English people translating and publishing the first printed 
New Testament in English. “The Bibles of the Martyrs”, continued on 
page 2                                  
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“The Bibles of the Martyrs”, continued from page 1 William Tyndale, (also spelled 
Tindale & Tyndall) sometimes referred to as William Hychyns or Hutchins, was born 
sometime between 1477 and 1505, no one knows for sure. Most authors believe it to be 
about 1492. The exact place of his birth is unknown, but the area was Gloucestershire. 
William was a smart child and began to be educated at Herford College from about the 
age of 12. John Foxe offered this assessment of William - “This goodman, William 
Tyndale, the faithful minister and constant martyr of Christ, was…brought up even of a 
child in the University of Oxford, being always of most upright manners and pure life…
he increased as well in the knowledge of tongues (languages), and other liberal arts, 
and especially in the knowledge of the Scriptures, whereunto his mind was singularly 
addicted.” 

   God was preparing Tyndale to translate the 
Scriptures when he was attending Cambridge. He had 
mastered seven languages: Hebrew, Greek, Latin, 
Italian, Spanish, French and English. He also had a 
working knowledge of German. In 1521 he left the 
university and entered into the employ of Sir John 
and Lady Anne Walsh at Little Sodbury Manor. Sir 
John hired Tyndale to tutor his two children shortly 
after he left Cambridge. Tyndale was a part time 
preacher in the Chapel at the Manor. John Walsh gave 

Tyndale a small room in the loft. I have been up in that room. That room has a small 
window from which he could see the fields and plowboys plowing those fields. It was 
here that Tyndale began to feel compelled to translate the Bible into the English 
language because he knew that without it the plowboy and all common people had no 
hope of salvation.  
   Tyndale’s desire to translate the Bible into English became public one evening in the 
Great Hall at Little Sodbury Manor. Sir John and Lady Anne regularly entertained 
Catholic abbots, archdeacons, doctors and other area Catholic Church officials. On one 
particular evening Tyndale became embroiled in a controversy over the ignorance of the 
clergy when it came to the Bible. The great doctor would point to some teaching of the 
pope, then, Tyndale would answer by quoting what the Bible had to say on the matter. 
Time and time again the doctor would bring up some Catholic Church dogma that had 
no Scriptural foundation only to be corrected by Tyndale quoting the Bible. Finally the 
doctor could stand it no more. He raised his voice angrily and said, “We were better to 
be without God’s laws than the popes.” To that Tyndale responded, “I defy the pope 
and all his laws. If God spare my life, ere many years pass, I will cause a boy that 
driveth the plow to know more of the Scripture than thou dost.” 
   As a result of this exchange, he was called before the Catholic authorities. He says of 
his encounter, “I was berated as though I were a dog.” Soon after this encounter 
Tyndale felt compelled to leave Little Sodbury Manor. He did not want to put the Welsh 
family in jeopardy. He went to London desiring to get ecclesiastical approval to translate 
the Bible from Greek into English from the Bishop of London, Cuthbert Tunstall.  
“The Bibles of the Martyrs”, continued on page 3 
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“The Bibles of the Martyrs”, continued from page 2 
. It soon became evident that permission would not be forthcoming. But what Tyndale did 
get was backing from Humphrey Manmoth and other merchants to start his translation 
work. In 1524 Tyndale sailed for Germany, never to see England again. 

   In Hamburg he worked on the New 
Testament, which was ready to be 
printed the next year. He found a printer 
in Cologne. As the pages of Matthew 
began to come off the press Tyndale was 
warned that a raid had been planned by 
Johann Dobneck.  Dobneck was a 
leading opponent of the Reformation. 
Tyndale fled out the back door, with the 
pages that had been printed, just as the 

authorities were coming in the front door. Tyndale moved to Worms to continue his 
printing. It was a more reformed-minded city. In 1526 he printed 3,000 (some say 6,000) 
of these complete New Testaments. And yet, only two complete Bibles survived and one 
partial copy owned by St. Paul’s. The second complete copy was just discovered in 
November of 1996 in Stuttgart, Germany. One reason so few survived was because 
Bishop Tunstall made arrangements to buy all of them that he could get his hands on. He 
paid top dollar. In 1526 he preached against the translation and had great numbers of 
them ceremoniously burned at St. Paul’s Cross. The point is, his New Testament did not 
get into the hands of the English people. However, Tyndale took the money he had 
received and continued his translation work, determined to publish a revised edition of 
the New Testament and get it into the hands of the English people.  
   Tyndale moved to Antwerp, Belgium around 1527. Thomas Poyntz, the brother of Lady 
Ann Walsh of Little Sodbury Manor, befriended him and gave him a place to stay. There 
he translated the Pentateuch. He decided to sail to Hamburg to find a printer for this work 
but “along the coast of Holland a storm grounded the ship and it was wrecked. William 
survived, but lost all his work…his translations, his Hebrew Bible and dictionary and all 
his notebooks”.  
   Tyndale returned to Antwerp and began all over again. In 1530 he published the 
Pentateuch. In 1531 he published Jonah in pamphlet form. Between 1530 and 1535 he 
translated Joshua to 2 Chronicles, but they were not published until after his death. 
Finally, in 1534 Tyndale published his revised edition of the New Testament and they 
were smuggled into England in sacks of flour and bolts of cloth and were widely 
distributed. The English King and the Catholic Church were furious and wanted to stop 
the flow of Tyndale’s New Testament in English. In 1535 orders had been given to hunt 
down Tyndale and stop him. Several Englishmen were hot on his trail. It was the 
underhanded Henry Phillips who found Tyndale and set the trap. About May 21st, 1535, 
two soldiers seized Tyndale as he left the home of Thomas Poyntz, Tyndale’s friend. He 
was imprisoned in the dungeon of the Castle of Vilvoorde, which was located six miles 
north of Belgium. “The Bibles of the Martyrs”, continued on page 4 
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 “The Bibles of  the Martyrs”, continued from page 3 
   There he was imprisoned for 500 day  
until everything was set for his trial. During 
his dungeon imprisonment he was able to 
lead the jailor and his family to the Lord. 
Despite the deplorable conditions in the 
dungeon, he  
desired to continue his translation work.  
   Finally, a long list of charges was drawn 
up against him. Here are just a few of the 
“heresies” he was charged with. 
1. He maintained that faith alone  

justifies. 
2. He maintained that to believe in the  
     forgiveness of sins, and to embrace 

the mercy offered in the gospel, was enough for salvation. 
3. He denied that there is any purgatory. 
4. He affirmed that neither the Virgin nor the Saints pray for us in their own person. 
5. He asserted that neither the Virgin nor the Saints should be invoked by us. 
 
   William Tyndale was condemned as an heretic early in August, 1536. A few days later, 
with great pageantry and pomp he was cast out of the Church, defrocked from the  
priesthood and turned over to the state for punishment. For some strange reason he was 
returned to Vilvoorde Castle for another two months. Finally, early on the morning of 
October 6, 1536 Tyndale was led to the stake. His feet were bound tightly to the stake. 
He was chained at the waist. A noose of hemp was threaded through the stake and placed 
abound Tyndale’s neck. The crowd grew silent. He was asked, if he had any last words. 

Then, with a loud voice Tyndale prayed, 
“Lord, open the king of England’s eyes.” 
The executioner then snapped down on the 
noose and strangled him and then he was 
burned to ashes. It should be noted that God 
did answer Tyndale’s prayer for  
within a year afterwards a Bible was placed in 
every parish church by the King’s command. 
   Though the translator was dead, the Word of 
God in English was loosed! Many of the  
Tyndale Bibles got to England and more kept 
rolling off the press. 
   William Tyndale’s translation work was so 
accurate that it was carried through into the 

other Reformation English Bibles. 85% of Tyndale’s translation lines up with our King 
James Bible.    

 Page 4 



 

 

                The Demon of Celibacy 
                  By Dr. Ronald Cooke 
(Continued from the Spring Edition) 
   I believe that because men who should know better, and 
do better, refuse to do so, that God Himself has taken a 
hand and has brought about this devastating exposure of 
celibacy, which His Word lists in the "doctrines of 
devils" (1 Timothy 4:1.) God has reversed the course of 
fulsome praise which the world was giving to Rome, and 
has allowed the world to regard her with the utmost 
revulsion.  
   God has obviously said, “Enough is enough”! If even 
those who claim to follow the truth are going to continue 
to praise this ungodly and blasphemous System, then I 

WILL MYSELF lift the mask behind which she is hiding, and let the world see what 
she is really like. I AM THE HOLY GOD IN HEAVEN WHO REVEALS 
SECRETS! (Daniel 2:28).  
   So exposure has followed exposure with the Great Harlot trying to stem the tide of 
revelations concerning her gross immorality. Every day brings new light on the 
behavior of many Roman clergy. Men may pay little attention to Rome and her false 
doctrines, but they do get concerned when the priests and prelates break the law and 
engage in criminal activity. So even though some self-confessed evangelicals may still 
be waffling on the merits and demerits of the Roman Catholic System; lawsuits are 
being filed all over the world seeking justice for little altar boys whom the predatory 
priests of Rome have violated. God is REVEALING these secrets and they are 
causing the "Church" to indict herself before the world, and to show the world what 
this "works-religion" really produces!  
   So while all kind of damage control is now going on at a feverish pace, the tide of 
iniquity rolls on in spite of every effort to stem it. God seems to be saying, the news 
media, the politicians, and even self-confessed evangelicals may want to praise this 
Mystery Babylon religion, I will overthrow all their attempts to do so. "When the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against 
him" (Isaiah 59:19b). If men, who know better, refuse to lift up the standard of truth, 
then the Spirit of God will step in and take over the lifting up of the standard of the 
truth. GOD HIMSELF WILL REVEAL THE SECRETS that evil men seek to hide. 
Darkness cannot stand before the blazing light of God's holiness. While the enemies of 
truth try to cover up the dark errors of Rome by giving her gold medals of honor, and 
by praising her false system, God the Holy Spirit Who is the Author of Truth and the 
invigorator of Truth, will ENLIGHTEN all who will listen to Him, to the TRUE 
NATURE of MYSTERY BABYLON RELIGION.   
   The Scriptures inform us that the MYSTERY of INIQUITY has been at work for a 
long time.  “The Demon of Celibacy”, continued on page 6 
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  “The Demon of Celibacy”, continued from page 5   This MYSTERY of INIQUITY 
deceives the world with all power and signs and lying wonders. The Scriptures also add 
that men are perishing because they received not the love of the TRUTH, that they might 
be saved. And for this cause God sends them a strong delusion (error) so that they 
should believe a lie (2 Thessalonians 2:9-11).   
   Notice, it is GOD WHO STEPS IN HERE AND SENDS ERROR to those who 
received not the love of the truth! A Bible scholar commenting on 2 Thessalonians 2:9-
11, wrote: Without any doubt we have a notable demonstration of this in the Papacy. 
No words can express how FOUL is the ABOMINATION of the Papists, how massive 
and shameful are their nonsensical superstitions, and how far removed their ravings 
from common sense, NONE WHO HAVE EVEN A MODERATE ACQUAINTANCE 
WITH SOUND DOCTRINE can think of such depravity without the utmost horror. 
How then, does the whole world gape in astonishment at them, unless it is because 
men have been returned into dunderheads?  
   Error turns men into dunderheads so that they rave away about an evil system as if it 
were glorious, and give gold medals to those who lead millions to damnation. Error is 
supposed to be demolished with the armor of heaven. So it is very sad when those who 
are supposed to enlighten men with the true Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, instead aid 
and abet the dissemination of error and drivel. ALMIGHTY GOD has allowed a 
STRONG DELUSION to afflict those who refuse to receive the truth and He has also 
allowed them to believe the lie. Then in the midst of the confusion generated by the 
drivel of MYSTERY BABYLON religion, the Almighty Holy Spirit has uncovered the 
cage of demons, the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage of every unclean and hateful 
bird (Rev. 18:2).  
   If the Lord God cannot find a man, for He looked for a man, Isaiah tells us in chapter 
59:16, and wondered that there was no intercessor, THEREFORE HIS ARM 
BROUGHT SALVATION unto Him, and HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, it sustained him.  
   So when truth falls in the street and evil men flourish, it displeases the Lord, and He 
then steps in Himself to REVEAL the dark doings of evil false prophets. God's Word 
ENLIGHTENS the mind. The Gospel comes to people who sit in darkness and when 
they hear it and receive it, they are brought into CHRIST'S MARVELLOUS LIGHT!  
   So God has allowed the world to see the old Harlot of Mystery Babylon religion in her 
true light. Self-confessed evangelicals may paint the old Prostitute in glowing colors, but 
a prostitute is still a prostitute no matter how well she may be painted. God has spoken 
in His infallible Word about her and is now demonstrating to the world what her 
erroneous teachings produce. 
   Dr. Harry Ironside said almost a century ago, "God's call is still the same, Come out of 
her lest you be partaker of her plagues." Oh! Beloved reader, if you have not already 
done so, come out of this or any other false religion, and receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your personal Savior. He only can save to the uttermost all that come unto God through 
HIM! Dr. Ronald Cooke                                                                
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The Gospel of Grace 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

God’s Word, the Bible, Tells Us We Need To Be Saved 
 “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Ma hew 18:11 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 “Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3 
Religious Works Cannot Bring Salva on 
 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
 He saved us.” Titus 3:5 
 “…not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:9 
 “… all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 
 “ This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.”  John 6:29 
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salva on 
 “Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24 
 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14:6 
We Must Repent From Sin and Accept Christ To Be Saved 
            “... for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Ma hew 9:13 
            “... the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel.” Ma hew 1:15 
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only bego en Son, that whosoever  
              believeth in Him should not perish but have everlas ng life.”  John 3:16 
  “…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”  John 6:37 
We Are Saved By Grace Through Faith Alone 

 “Therefore we conclude that a man is jus fied by faith without the deeds of the law.”  
 Romans 3:28 “Knowing that a man is not jus fied by the works of the law, but by the faith of        

Jesus Christ…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be jus fied. Gala ans 2:16. 
 
 

                 
HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and all- sufficient Savior?  

If not, you are invited to trust Him NOW. Today is the day of salvation. Then unite with a  
Christ-centered, Bible teaching, Missionary-minded, Separated, and Fundamental, New Testament 

Christian Church. 
*************** 

THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC. 
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission  

THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publica on of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be mailed to you free and postage paid 
upon request. It is also available via email and our website. Free tract samples will also be mailed upon request. 

HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program? 
HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your will? 

FOUNDER – Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark T. Reno, Director; Pastor J. Paul Reno, Board Chairman;  
Dr. Steve Zeinner, Vice Chairman; Dr. David L. Brown; Dr. Bruce Kohler, Secretary; Mrs. Patricia Maconaghie and Dr. Tim Rabon  

 

Interna onal Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384 
Telephone (301) 790-2593 | Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com 
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