
 

 

The Sole purpose of this publica on is to promote God’s message of  
salva on through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrec on of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Addi onal free literature is available upon request. 

             The Entrance of Thy Words Giveth Light 
by Dr. David L Brown 

 
 The Dark Ages – A Famine of Hearing the Words of God 

   “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I 
will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor 
a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the 
LORD.” Amos 8:11   
   The context of this verse was, the leaders of Israel had 
rejected God’s Words. Since that was the case God 
would not reveal His Words to them. By way of  
application, I apply this to the Roman Catholic Church. 
Instead of giving the people God’s Words, they  
substituted man’s words. For 1000 years, from about 500 

to 1500 A.D. - known as the Dark Ages, the Roman Catholic Church kept 
the Bible away from the people. The darkness of superstition and idolatry 
reigned in the hearts and lives of men and women. The popes and priests 
were the sworn enemies of all who would translate, preach and read the  
Bible in the language of the people. Why? Roman Catholicism is NOT 
built on the Christianity taught in the New Testament. It is a man-made  
religion, a false Christianity, promoting a false Jesus and a false gospel! (2 
Corinthians 11:2-4; Galatians 1:6-9) Rome wanted to keep the people  
ignorant of the Bible so they would NOT know that they were being taught 
doctrines contrary to the Bible. One historian 
wrote, “Every layman daring to possess a 
Bible, now first forbidden to the laity by 
this council, was in peril of the rack, the  
dungeon, and the stake.” (History of the 
Christian Church from its Origin to The  
Present Time by William Maxwell Blackburn;  
published by Walden and Stowe in 1880; 
p.309) Continued on page 2 
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“The Entrance”, continued from page 1  
Light Pierces The Darkness 

John 1:5  “And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.” 
There were four key events that brought about the end of the Dark Ages and laid the 
foundation for the printing and distribution of the English Bible. 
1. The Development of the moveable type printing press by Gutenberg 
2. The Fall of Constantinople to the Turks which resulted in the introduction of the 

Greek language and Greek New Testament into Western Europe 
3. The Greek New Testament was translated into the languages of the common man 

(The Legacy of our English Bible; John Wesley Sawyer; self-published 1990; p.3) 
Let’s examine the first one.  
1. The Development of The Moveable Type Printing Press by Gutenberg 

 Johann Gensfleisch zum Gutenberg (meaning 
- John Gooseflesh of the Good Mountain) was 
born between 1394-1399 in Mainz, Germany. 
He had an older brother Friele, named after his 
father, and an older sister Else, named after her 
mother. His father, Friele Gensfleisch zur 
Luden zum Gutenberg, was a scribe, whose 
job it was to copy long, intricate manuscripts 
for the clergy, nobility and lawyers. Gutenberg 
had a heart for God and a desire to get His 
teaching to the people. My friend, the late Dr. 
Jewell Smith provided me with the text of a 
letter Gutenberg wrote showing that he had a 
vision for the printing press so that he could 
print the word of God more economically so 
more people could buy it and read it. 

Gutenberg wrote… 
 “God suffers because of the great multitudes whom His Sacred Word cannot reach. 
Religious truth is captive in a small number of manuscript books which guard the 
treasures. Let us break the seal which holds the holy things; give wings to the truth that 
by means no longer written at great expense by the hand that wearies itself, but 
multiplied by an unwearied machine it may fly to every soul born into the world.” 
   We know from records that young Johann was trained in gem cutting and the 
goldsmith craft. He began experimenting with printing as well. By the time he was 28 
years old, Johann had already sunk large portions of his personal finances into printing 
experiments. What you need to know is this: Gutenberg did NOT invent the printing 
press. His claim to fame was the development of moveable type. He would cast 
individual letters of the alphabet that could be assembled, and locked in a frame and 
disassembled and reassembled for a new page. Before the invention of the moveable 
type, what you wanted to print would be carved into a hard wood block. The block was 
then locked into the press and inked and the message was printed on the paper. “The 
Entrance”, Continued on page 3 
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“The Entrance”, continued from page 2 
   Gutenberg encountered a great deal of resistance from the 
scribes’ guilds. They feared that if he were successful, their jobs 
would be in jeopardy. Rumors began to circulate that Johann was 
an alchemist working devilish things in his shop. He 
experimented another five years until he was at the end of his 
financial rope. In 1449 he borrowed money from Mainz lawyer, 
Johann Fust, to keep going. At that point he began printing 
leaflets, pamphlets and indulgence cards to repay his debt.  
1455 A.D. – GUTENBERG BIBLE  
   Gutenberg wanted to print a book, but not just any book. He 
wanted to print the Latin Bible. In 1452 he borrowed more money 
to buy 100,000 sheets of paper and 8,000 calfskins needed to 
print the 180 (some say 158 and others, 188) Bibles.  Of that 

number about 30 were printed on the 
vellum. These expensive and beautiful Bibles were sold at the 
1455 Frankfurt Book Fair and cost the equivalent of three years’ 
pay for the average clerk.  
   The Gutenberg Bible is also called the 42-line Bible because 
there are 42 lines per page. It is called the Mazarine Bible 
because the first copy that attracted attention was discovered 
about 1760 among the books of the French statesman, Cardinal 
Jules Mazarin. 
   Shortly after the book fair he lost the business completely. He 
died in 1468 living on a small stipend given him by the Church. 
Little did he know that just 50 years later, 20 million books 
would have been printed on presses and type of his design. Only 
80 years later, presses based on his design were printing 

multiplied thousands of copies of Luther and Tyndale Bibles that would fuel the 
Reformation’s fires and help bring an end to the Dark Ages. 
Now to the 2nd event that brought an end to the Dark Ages… 
2.The Fall of Constantinople to the Islamic Turks which resulted in the introduction 
of the Greek language and Greek New 
Testament into Western Europe 
The second key event that brought an end to the 
Dark Ages was the fall of Constantinople to the 
Turks in 1454 A.D. This resulted in the 
introduction of the Greek language and Greek 
New Testament into Western Europe. I am 
reminded of Romans 8:28 which says, “And we 
know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.” “The Entrance”, 
continued on page 4 
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“The Entrance”, continued from page 3 
  In 1454 Mohammed II captured Constantinople. 
The result was that many Greek scholars fled to 
Europe with their sacred codices and precious 
scrolls which included writings of the early church 
fathers and the Scriptures in the original languages. 
Many of these Eastern scholars took positions in 
the great European universities, and the result was 
a renaissance of ancient learning, including the 
teaching of the Greek language. At the same time, 
there was the invention of the printing press, which 
would multiply the availability of books. The  
Ottoman Empire continued to expand under the 
brutal tyrant Suleiman the Magnificent. But God 
indeed did use this seeming tragedy for good. In 
our next installment we will see that God raised up 
a scholar to collect many Greek New Testament 
manuscripts, collate them and assemble them into 
one book so that others could translate the New 
Testament into many different languages. Editor’s 
note; Dr. Brown is a board member of The Conversion Center and has been  
graciously writing articles for “The Gospel Catholic”. His books can be ordered 
from The Old Paths Publications.  

Pope Pius XII Documents to be made available 
  The New York Times tells us that Pope Francis will be making the 
documents available for research earlier than the normal 70 year 
waiting period. Pius XII has been heavily criticized for his silence in 
condemning the Nazis in their massacre of the Jewish people in the 
Holocaust. There has been pressure for the release of his documents 
since the Vatican moved to make him a saint in 2009. May I remind 
you that the Scriptures tell us that Peter visited saints that were 

ALIVE in Acts 9 and that many of Paul’s epistles were written to saints that were 
still ALIVE! When God saves a sinner, they are made a child of God and are a saint! 
John 10:29 tells us that no man can pluck them out of the Father’s hand! 
   Also, don’t expect for the record to be made public anytime soon. The following 
quote is from CNN.com:  
“According to the Vatican, the archives will be open to qualified  
researchers who must submit a request to view documents. All  
researchers must have a university degree or an equivalent university  
diploma. Clergy must possess a licentiate degree or PhD, the Vatican 
said.”  

   Page 4 



 

 

TRACT DISPLAYS 
   In the past few months, we’ve been exploring the 
possibilities of placing tract racks and displays in various 
churches, missions and ministries. We’ve had several tract 
depots in place for some time including two in Texas, one in 
Puerto Rico and one in New York. But the displays we were 
thinking of would be smaller, much like what you see to the 
left. The idea would be to have them set up in a convenient 
location for people to access tracts when passing by. We 
have recently sent tracts to Ambassador Baptist College for 
their bookstore, Beacon International Baptist Mission for 
their “prophet’s chamber”, and are waiting to receive 
permission at another Bible college and another mission. We 

hope to have a similar-style display set up at Tabernacle Baptist Church’s bookstore in 
the very near future. Each display will cost about $100.00 to set up. If your church or 
ministry would like one, please let us know. We do NOT charge for the display or the 
tracts, but love gifts are greatly appreciated! If you would like to sponsor a display, we 
can order a metal plate with your name and whomever you may want to honor on it. 
Our desire is to establish these in many locations to enable Christians to reach their 
Roman Catholic loved ones. 

TREASURES FOR TRACTS 
   Our “Treasures for Tracts” program is one my wife and I 
sponsor. If you would like to help us with the expense of our 
tract ministry, this may be something for 
you. We would like to send you, at no 
expense to The Conversion Center, a 
treasure chest for you to collect loose 
change (or even bills). All we ask is that 
two times a year, you “cash in” the 
change and send the money to The Conversion Center, 

attention to “Treasures for Tracts”. We’ve 
sent over a dozen boxes already and are 
so thankful for the Lord’s provision. Some 
families have even started collecting 
change without a box and are sending the 

money in to us. If you would prefer one that’s unfinished (so you 
can decorate it however you like, please let us know.  
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      Dear Reader, 
   Thank you for taking the time to read this 
edition of “The Gospel Catholic”! We greatly 
value our readers and those who pray for us! 
   MEXICO TRACT PLEASE pray much for us 
as we are praying for $20,000 by the end of April 
for tracts to Mexico! We are currently at $1,285 
and need you to pray with us. This shipment will 
also include tracts for Guatemala. We are praying 

for wisdom in the upcoming days to know how and where to best print tracts to be the 
most cost effective and to ensure safe arrival. A missionary was charged dubious “import 
tax” recently for tracts that were well below the taxable dollar value. Pray for the funds 
for this project; millions of souls need to hear how to be saved! 
   PERSONAL Thank you for your prayers for us in the last few months. We were able 
to get a 2000 Honda Odyssey to help supplement our vehicles and to help with my 
siblings when they are home from Brazil. One of the reasons for getting an additional 
older vehicle was to help me when I have to travel in poor weather. This Sunday night as 
I was coming home from church, we were in the middle of a snowstorm. I was going up 
a hill and came upon a snowplow that was stuck, unable to make it the whole way to the 
top. The Odyssey was able to go around and not only make it to the crest, but the whole 
way home. We are thankful!  
   In February, my whole family (nearly) was able to come to MD to spend time with my 
parents for my Dad’s 75th birthday. The picture above shows the family. We have over 
140 total years in full time ministry between the households; to God be the glory! 
   I would ask you to pray for my and Rachel’s health. I have been fighting sinus 
infections for the last several months and it has been a challenge for us. I’m in the care 
of a specialist to see what he recommends and time will tell. Rachel has torn a ligament 
in her right wrist and she has to wear a brace all the time now. She is seeing a surgeon 
and is currently taking medication and trying to rest the wrist to see if the pain will 
improve. If not, it appears she will need a reconstructive surgery, requiring 10 weeks of 
immobilization. Please pray as she is such an integral part of my ministry and a 
helpmeet at home! 
   Thank you for your prayers for the ministry: we value them greatly! Please continue to 
pray for laborers for HIS harvest and for the funds needed to seize the open doors of 
opportunity! Thank you for being a part of our ministry and God bless! 
                                                           Yours for the Kingdom,  
                                                                       Mark T. Reno, Director 
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   While going through some older 
editions of “The Gospel Catholic” I 
found some copies from when Alex 
Dunlap (our founder) was Director. We 
have been putting older editions of the 
newsletter in with our giving receipts for 
our friends to enjoy and I saw the above 
copy. The cover is very similar to the tract 
we print, “The Mother of Jesus”. I also 
found an old copy of Alex’s tract (The 
Mass) which we have reprinted. I wanted 
to show you the contrast and upgrades we 
have made with all of the tracts we’ve 
reprinted. We receive MANY 
compliments for the quality of paper 

used, the pictures, graphics and clarity of the tracts printed. This makes it much easier to 
hand them out and for people to read them. We’ve also made some improvements in the 
appearance of “The Gospel Catholic”, as you can see. We are thankful for the progress! 
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The Gospel of Grace 
God’s Word, the Bible, Tells Us We Need To Be Saved 
 “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Ma hew 18:11 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 “Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3 
Even Religious Works Cannot Bring Salva on 
 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
 He saved us.” Titus 3:5 
 “…not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:9 
 “… all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 
 “ This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.”  John 6:29 
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salva on 
 “Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24 
 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14:6 
We Must Accept Christ To Be Saved 
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only bego en Son, that whosoever  
              believeth in Him should not perish but have everlas ng life.”  John 3:16 
 “He that believeth on Him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already 

because he hath not believed….”  John 3:18 
 “…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”  John 6:37 
We Are Saved By Faith Alone 

 “Therefore we conclude that a man is jus fied by faith without the deeds of the law.”  
 Romans 3:28 “Knowing that a man is not jus fied by the works of the law, but by the faith of        

Jesus Christ…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be jus fied. Gala ans 2:16. 
 
 

                 
HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and all- sufficient Savior?  

If not, you are invited to trust Him NOW. Then unite with a Christ-centered, Bible teaching, 
Missionary-minded, Separated, and Fundamental, New Testament Christian Church. 

*************** 
THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC. 
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission 

  
THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publica on of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be mailed to you free and postage paid 

upon request. It is also available via email and our website. Free tract samples will also be mailed upon request. 
 

HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program? 
HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your will? 

FOUNDER – Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark T. Reno, Director; Pastor J. Paul Reno, Board Chairman; Dr. Steve 
Zeinner, Vice Chairman; Dr. David L. Brown; Dr. Bruce Kohler, Secretary; Mrs. Patricia Maconaghie and Dr. Tim Rabon  
 

Interna onal Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384 
Telephone (301) 790-2593 | Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com 
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