
 

 

The Sole purpose of this publica on is to promote God’s message of  
salva on through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrec on of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Addi onal free literature is available upon request. 

    Heroes of The Faith 
John Wycliffe 

(Part #3 of a multi-part series on Roman Catholicism) 
Dr. David L. Brown 

Descent Into Darkness 

The Acts of the Apostles records the birth and spread of 
the Christian faith in the first century. At a very early 
period, likely before the end of the first or the beginning 
of the second century, the books of the New Testament 
had been collected into one volume. The New  
Testament was then repeatedly hand copied and carried 

by Christians wherever they went. In fact, for the first five centuries, the  
Bible, particularly the New Testament and New Testament books, was 
translated into many languages. But the Church of Rome increasingly 
usurped the autonomy of the local churches and dominated the realm of 
Christendom. With the growth and consolidation of popish power, the  
Bible, in the language of the people, declined in importance while the  
opinions and judgments of the prelates and priests became the law. The  
Bible went from being available in many different languages to just one  
language, Latin. Why? It was because “the aim of the Romish prelacy was no 
less than the entire monopoly of all  
ecclesiastical and secular rule” (The English 
Bible – History of the Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures Into the English Tongue by 
H. C. Conant; 1856; p.15). The Church of 
Rome intended to rule the secular and  
sacred world. In order to accomplish that 
goal, Rome had to consolidate her power. 
Since knowledge is the vital element of  
power, the control of knowledge was  
paramount. Knowledge of the Word of God, 
leads to freedom.  
“Heroes of the Faith”, continued on page 2 
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“Heroes of the Faith”, continued from page 1 
Our Lord said, "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." John 8:32. 
Therefore, the Bible had to be taken away from the people, if they were to be 
controlled. So, “Instead of God’s Word, man’s word was set up. Instead of Christ’s 
Testament, the pope’s testament, that is, Canon law was substituted” (The 
Ecclesiastical History: Containing The Acts and Monuments…1641 Edition; by John 
Foxe, Volume 2, Book 7, p.56).   

   Gradually, access to biblical knowledge (and secular 
knowledge for that matter) was withdrawn from the 
people and wholly held in the greedy, bloody hands of 
the Roman Catholic establishment. Slowly but surely, 
the Bible, in the language of the people, was taken 
away. The light of the Word of God was virtually 
extinguished all over the Roman dominated world, 
including Britain. That is a travesty! If the Roman 
priesthood would have encouraged and facilitated the 
spreading of Bible and secular knowledge it would have 

been an age of light! But, instead they hid the light of knowledge within their cloisters, 
and history now records this period as “The Dark Ages.” When the Bible was taken 
away from the common people, “they lost the charter of their rights as men.” (The 
English Bible: History of the Translation of the Holy Scriptures Into The English 
Tongue; by H. C. Conant; 1856; p.16).  As time went on the people became the mere 
tools and bond-slaves of the priesthood. They became “The rabble, the vulgar herd, 
the mob, to be used or abused without limits or mercy for the benefit of their 
masters.” (Ibid. p.16) It is no exaggeration to say that for more than three hundred 
years before the Reformation, Christianity in England seems to have been buried 
under a mass of ignorance, superstition, priestcraft, and immorality.  

The Entrance of Thy Words Giveth Light (Psalm 119:130) 
   It is into this sad state of affairs that God raised up a man 
name John Wycliffe, commonly called “the Morning Star of 
the Reformation.” No one knows for sure the exact date or 
place of Wycliffe’s birth. It is likely between 1320-30. Little 
is known about his early life. The first mention about 
anything in his life is when he was about seventeen years 
old. “The older tradition concerning Wycliffe’s residence in 
the University of Oxford, was that he entered first, in his 
seventeenth year, Queen’s College; that afterwards he was 
transferred to Merton… being made a Fellow of 
Merton.” (Life and Times of John Wycliffe The Morning 
Star of The Reformation; 1884; The Religious Tract Society; 
p.27) Later he enrolled in Balliol College. In 1361 Wycliffe 
was ordained as a Roman Catholic priest. He started out as 
an ardent Catholic! However all that changed when he began 
to read the Bible in Latin. Romans 10:17 proved to be 
true!  “Heroes of the Faith”, continued on page 3 
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“Heroes of the Faith”, Continued from page 2 
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” As he compared 
the Scriptures with Roman Catholic dogma, he discovered they were not compatible. 
This led him to reject their teachings and embrace the Scriptures. Wycliffe put his faith 
in Christ!  
   He began to preach and write against various Catholic doctrines in his late 30’s. He 
wrote a series of theological papers opposing the church’s teachings on salvation by 
works, indulgences, purgatory, confession, and transubstantiation. For a time, Wycliffe 
was the head of Balliol College in Oxford, England. He was called the “Gospel Doctor” 
because he had the boldness to teach the Bible instead of Canon Law in his classes. One 
historian says that 30,000 students came from all over Europe to be taught the Bible 
by him.  
   John Wycliffe’s passion was that the Bible be translated into English. He said, “The 
sacred Scripture [is] to be the property of the people, and one which no party should be 
allowed to wrest from them.” He went on to explain - “The priests declare it to be 
heresy to speak of the Holy Scriptures in English, such a charge is a condemnation of 
the Holy Ghost, who first gave the Scriptures in tongues to the Apostles of Christ, to 
speak the word in all languages that were ordained of God under heaven.” 
    Rome was out to get John Wycliffe for his preaching and writings against the 
Pope, and the unbiblical doctrines of Roman Catholicism. Wycliffe had the audacity to 
say, “The authority of the Scriptures 
is independent of any other authority 
and is preferable to every other 
writing, but especially to the books of 
the Church of Rome.” Papists tried 
three times to convict John but 
without success. God had provided 
some powerful protectors to make it 
impossible to burn him at the stake. 
One was John of Gaunt, the Duke of 
Lancaster and the other was Queen 
Joan. While they were unable to burn 
him at the stake, Wycliffe was 
expelled from Oxford because he 
taught against Transubstantiation, saying the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper did 
not change substance but was merely a symbol of the body and blood of Christ. This 
was actually a blessing in disguise. He was given the charge of Lutterworth Church. 
There he went to work on translating the Scriptures from the Latin Vulgate into Middle 
English (spoken after the Norman Conquest from about 1150 to 1470). 
   Once the translation work was done, since there was no printing press, scribes were 
hired to hand copy the Wycliffe Bible. It took a scribe about 10 months to copy a whole 
Bible. Wycliffe then trained lay preachers called Lollards to preach and read the Bible 
in English to people throughout England. Remember, it was illegal to own, read, or 
preach from an English Bible. Many Lollards were caught and burned at the stake.  
“Heroes of the Faith”, continued on page 4 
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“Heroes of the Faith”, continued from page 3 
In spite of that, between 1363 and 1400 Lollards founded no less than 25 grammar 
schools that were free from Roman Catholic control for the purpose of teaching  
students how to read and to teach them the truths of the Bible. Further, the Lollards 
were so successful that one historian wrote - “You cannot travel anywhere in England, 
but of every two men you meet one will be a Lollard.” I have my doubts that that is  
accurate, however, many people did come to know Christ as Savior as a result of the  
Bible John Wycliffe and his helpers produced. 
   On New Year’s Eve, 1384 John Wycliffe went home to be with the Lord as the result 
of a stroke. He was buried in the Lutterworth Church Yard. Even after his death, Rome 
was determined to stamp out his English Bible and his biblical teachings. Catholics  
hated Wycliffe. Why? Because he gave the people the Bible in their own language that 
they could study, and when they studied it, the errors of Catholicism were exposed! 
English Catholic Archbishop Arundel wrote to the Pope in 1411: “This pestilent and 
wretched John Wycliffe, of cursed memory, that son of the old serpent…endeavored to 
fill up the measure of his malice [by making] a new translation of the Scriptures into 
the mother tongue.”  
   Thirty years after Wycliffe’s death the Roman Church 
finally took official action at the Council of Constance in 
1415 and condemned him of 260 accounts of heresy. They 
ordered that his bones be exhumed from the consecrated 
ground at Lutterworth and burned.  Their order was not 
carried out for another 13 years. They exhumed his bones 
and burned them to ashes along with all the English Bible 
and books they could find authored by him. His ashes 
were thrown into the river Swift. The Church of Rome 
thought this would stamp out his influence and stand as a warning to any future  
would-be “heretics”. However, that did NOT happen. Historian Thomas Fuller writes – 

“They burnt his bones to ashes, and cast them into Swift, a neighboring brook  
running hard by. Thus this brook hath conveyed his ashes into Avon, Avon into Sev-
ern, Severn into the narrow seas, they into the main ocean. And thus the ashes of 
Wickliffe are the emblem of his doctrine, which now is dispersed all the world over.”  

   John Wycliffe is one of my heroes. He stormed the Gates of Hell as it were. Roman 
Catholicism was teaching a false gospel and promoting a counterfeit Christ. He wanted 
the common man to have a Bible he could read in his own language, so he could see the 
true Gospel and the genuine Christ and be saved and be rescued from the superstition, 
the lies, and the manipulation of the Roman Catholic Church.   
   I will close with my favorite quote from Dr. John Wycliffe – 
“Those Heretics who pretend that the laity need not know God’s law but that the 
knowledge which priests have had imparted to them by word of mouth is sufficient, do 
not deserve to be listened to. For Holy Scriptures is the faith of the Church, and the 
more widely its true meaning becomes known the better it will be. Therefore since the 
laity should know the faith, it should be taught in whatever language is most easily 
comprehended… Christ and His apostles taught the people in the language best known 
to them.” (Speculum Seculum Dominous, Opera Minora; John Wycliffe; Wycliffe  
Society, John Losert – editor; 1931; p. 74) 
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            MEXICAN TRACT PROJECT 
  This fall, we sent 210,000 tracts to 
missionary Lacy Wheeler in Mexico. You 
may remember that we were praying for 
$15,000 to be able to send tracts. On the 
cutoff day (when we had to place the order), a 
dear supporter from Wisconsin emailed me 
and asked me how we finished up. We were 
short of our goal by over $1,300, but she 
ended by mailing the amount we needed to hit 
our goal. The tracts have been shipped to the 
warehouse in Tennessee, transported down to 
the warehouse in Mexico, and are already being distributed.  
   A Mexican business owner in our area had contacted me about 
trying to reach the caravan of migrants headed to the USA. I 
attempted to make contact with several pastors and missionaries 
to see if anyone would be near the procession to reach them with 
tracts. None of them were going to be close. One evening, I 

visited this business owner and told 
him that I was sorry, but I hadn’t 
been able to make a connection. That 
night, I received a phone call from 
Bro. Wheeler. The caravan had taken 
an unusual route and without his 
knowledge, they had arrived in his 
town. When Bro. Wheeler learned of 
it, he took a couple of men and went 

to the migrants and passed out over 400 packets of literature!!!! 
It was a real joy to be able to call our friend and tell him that God 
had arranged a meeting, and we didn’t even know about it until 5 
days after the fact. Psalm 37:23 “The steps of a good man are 
ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way.”   
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Dear Reader, 
   Thank you so much for taking the time to read this edition 
of The Gospel Catholic. We have been very blessed to see 
some projects wrapped up and some prayer requests for the 
days to come. I would like to take the next few moments of 
your time to update you and leave you with some goals and 
prayer requests. As is my habit, when a year starts to come to a 
close, I start to think of what all has been accomplished in the 
previous year and wonder if more could have been done. The 
Lord has surely blessed the ministry of The Conversion Center 
in 2018, and as we enter the time of Thanksgiving and when 
many celebrate the birth of our Lord, we should remember to 

give HIM the glory, great things HE hath done. So, please rejoice with us!  
TRACTS  

   As I mentioned on the previous page, we were able to send tracts to Mexico again. We had 
sent a shipment in January and then again this fall. At the time of this printing, we have printed 
448,000 this year! In my tenure as Director, I don’t think we have ever topped 225,000 and I 
don’t think our ministry has been over 100,000 in many, many years. I am praying that we will 
hit 500,000 by the end of the year and am asking you to pray with me towards that goal! Ever 
since we’ve offered tracts on a love offering only basis, God has allowed this aspect of our 
ministry to grow each year. 
   In the last couple of months, we’ve sent some tracts to some additional projects. In October, 
Rachel and I were able to go visit some churches in El Paso, TX. 
We were able to visit the locations of our tract depots there and 
took over 6,800 tracts with us. One of the locations was already 
out of English and the other was going to soon be out of Spanish 
as they were also supplying missionaries who go into Mexico at 
the border there with Juarez. As always, we need to remember to 
pray for the many lost souls who will read these tracts. It’s easy to 
just think of the tracts and the number of places where they are 
given out, but we should never lose sight of the fact that dear lost souls are reading a Gospel 
tract, many of them for the first time.  
   We also just sent 1,000 tracts with a Christian man taking a trip into Mexico and he will be 
giving them out while he is there. I sometimes wonder or am asked how many souls are saved 
from our tracts, and the simple answer is that I don’t know and won’t know this side of heaven. 
But thankfully, HE keeps the records, and these tracts will end up in places that I can’t safely 
go, but a tract can and be read multiple times by many people.  
   Also, we just sent 400 tracts to a Christian man in New York City who will be doing a 
distribution at a parade being held there. We’ve had requests in times past for people handing 
out tracts at parades.  Letter from the editor will continue on page 7 
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Letter from the editor, continued from page 6  
If you would like to receive tracts for a specific event or date, please let us know 2 weeks or 
more in advance . This will allow us to send them the most economical way and will allow 
some leeway in case I am out of town at the time of your request.  
   In the last week, we have received an offer from an Italian man who is using our tracts and 
may be able to translate our tracts into Italian. At the moment, only four of our tracts are in 
Italian and it would be an answer to prayer to progress in this project.  

PERSONAL 
   Our family is doing well. The kids are progressing in their studies 
and with the exception of a few sicknesses, we have been grateful 
to enjoy good health. We would want to leave one prayer request 
with you. For several years, my siblings (in Brazil) and I have co-
owned a vehicle that they would use when they are home on 
furlough. For various reasons, we are fast approaching a time when 
that vehicle will need to be replaced. For several reasons, we are 
looking for an older Honda Pilot that will help us when no one 
from Brazil is home and be a dependable car for them when they 

are here. As our van continues to age, there will be times it needs work and the Pilot will help 
us be able to keep going, as well as being a better vehicle for when I travel in winter months 
and snowstorms occur. My siblings will have the option to use either my Prius or the Pilot, 
depending on what their needs are at the time. Please pray that we will have the funds 
necessary and find the right Pilot to meet these assorted needs.  

NEWSLETTER 
   Several years ago, we offered to send the newsletter via email and some of you responded. If 
you would be willing to receive the newsletter by email, please write to the following email 
address: theconversioncenter@gmail.com and let us know. We have offered the newsletter 
freely many years and will continue to do so, but it does cost us approximately $4.00 a year to 
send it out to each person. It’s free to email it and you can always read or download the .pdf 
off our website (www.theconversioncenter.com) if you prefer.  
   Along the same topic, please pray for the support of The Conversion Center. We have 
enjoyed phenomenal support for our various projects, including the tract ministry, flea 
markets, nun support, etc. However, we have some real needs in our General Fund support that 
covers our office expenses, printing needs and general operating costs. We are so grateful for 
our faithful supporters and for those who send gifts now and then but are asking you to pray 
with us for additional funds.  

BOOK OFFER 
   With this edition of The Gospel Catholic we are offering you the last 
in the series of DVD’s by Adullam Films, “Tares Among the Wheat”. 
Our previous editions have offered “Bridge to Babylon” and “A Lamp 
in the Dark”. We hope you will want to add this one to your collection; 
it’s been a blessing to many people. If you would like one or more 
copies, use the card in this mailing or email me at the address seen 
above. We will gladly send it to you! 
   Thank you for being a faithful reader, and may our New Year bring 
more opportunities to serve our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ! 
                           Yours for the Kingdom,  
                                            Mark T. Reno, Director  
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The Gospel of Grace 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

God’s Word, the Bible, Tells Us We Need To Be Saved 
 “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Ma hew 18:11 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 “Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3 
Even Religious Works Cannot Bring Salva on 
 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
 He saved us.” Titus 3:5 
 “…not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:9 
 “… all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 
 “ This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.”  John 6:29 
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salva on 
 “Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24 
 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14:6 
We Must Accept Christ To Be Saved 
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only bego en Son, that whosoever  
              believeth in Him should not perish but have everlas ng life.”  John 3:16 
 “He that believeth on Him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already 

because he hath not believed….”  John 3:18 
 “…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”  John 6:37 
We Are Saved By Faith Alone 
 “Therefore we conclude that a man is jus fied by faith without the deeds of the law.”  
 Romans 3:28 “Knowing that a man is not jus fied by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be jus fied. Gala ans 2:16. 

 
 

HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and all-sufficient Savior? If 
not, you are invited to trust Him NOW. Then unite with a Christ-centered, Bible teaching, Missionary-

minded, Separated, and Fundamental, New Testament Christian Church. 
*************** 

THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC. 
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission 

  
THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publica on of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be mailed to you free and postage paid 

upon request. It is also available via email and our website. Free tract samples will also be mailed upon request. 
 

HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program? 
HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your will? 

FOUNDER – Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark T. Reno, Director; Pastor J. Paul Reno, Board Chairman; Dr. Steve 
Zeinner, Vice Chairman; Dr. David L. Brown; Dr. Bruce Kohler, Secretary; Mrs. Patricia Maconaghie and Dr. Tim Rabon  
 

Interna onal Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384 
Telephone (301) 790-2593 | Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com 
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