
 

 

The Sole purpose of this publica on is to promote God’s message of  
salva on through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrec on of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Addi onal free literature is available upon request. 

   Rome Declares The Bible  
A Forbidden Book 

(Part #2 of a multi-part series on Roman Catholicism) 
Dr. David L. Brown 

The Canon of the Scripture was closed in about 95 A.D., 
with the completion of the book of the Revelation.  
Christianity was spreading throughout the Roman  
Empire and beyond. By 500 A.D. the New Testament had 
been translated into Old Latin, Syriac, Armenian, Coptic, 

Gothic, Georgian, etc. But, by 600 A.D. the Roman Catholic outlawed  
Scripture in the language of the people. Only one Bible was allowed and that 
was the Rome’s Latin Vulgate. Even then, laymen were not allowed to read 
it, and priests were discouraged from reading it without permission. Rome’s 
popes and priests were the sworn enemies of all who would translate, read 
or preach the Bible in the language of the people. 
   Why? Without a doubt, we are commanded to study the Bible for  
ourselves – “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that  
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”  
2 Timothy 2:15. John Foxe of the famed Foxe’s Book of Martrys gives the 
answer in his Book of Martyrs (1682 Edition) – “The religion of Christ, 
which only consisteth in spirit and verity (truth), was wholly turned into 
outward observations, ceremonies and idolatry [by the Roman Catholic 
Church]. Instead of the only living Lord, we worshipped dead sticks and 
stones. In place of Christ immortal, we adored mortal bread. Instead of His 
blood, we worshipped the blood of ducks; Instead of God’s Word, man’s 
word was set up. Instead of Christ’s Testament, the pope’s testament, that 
is, the Canon Law (was the standard).” Hence Rome went to great lengths to 
keep the Word(s) of God away from the people, because the Bible would  
expose their teachings as erroneous, false and heretical. For 1000 years the 
Roman Catholic Church kept the Bible away from the people. During that 
time the darkness of superstition and idolatry reigned in the hearts and lives 
of men and women, boys and girls. This period from about 500 to 1500 A.D. 
is called the Dark Ages. (Continued on page 2) 
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“Rome Declares the Bible a Forbidden Book”, continued from page 1 
   Knowing the truth of the Word of God and obeying the truth, as recorded in the 
Bible, brings spiritual growth to be sure, but it also affects mental freedom and inner 
peace! People who know and practice God’s Word are not easily intimidated or 
manipulated. That is exactly why the Roman Catholic Ecclesiastical establishment did 
not want people to know truths of the Bible. They wanted to control and manipulate 
the people for their own advantages and did not want them to be exposed to verses 
like we find in Acts 5:29 – “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
We ought to obey God rather than men.” The truth is, “the Roman Catholic Church 
kept Europe in the Dark Ages by hindering vernacular translations from being made 
and distributed, by bitterly persecuting any Christian who attempted to do this, by 
shrouding the Bible with its own traditions, and by placing its priesthood between the 
Bible and the people.”(Rome And The Bible; by David W. Cloud; Way of Life 
Literature; p.51).  
   Throughout Europe, corrupt ecclesiastical leaders of the Roman Catholic Church 
issued decrees aimed at forcing people to stop reading, preaching, teaching, listening 
to or believing the Bible in their own language. Though these decrees were made on 
the European continent, their impact was definitely felt in England. 
   In 1229 A.D. the persecution against Bible believers was amplified even further. “The 
Council of Toulouse (1229), the same that established the Inquisition (1231), struck at 
the whole matter by an edict forbidding laymen to read the Scriptures, whether in 
Latin or the vernacular.”(A Handbook of Church History; Rev. Samuel G. Green D.D.; 
Fleming H. Revelle; p.511).  
   The edict read – “Prohibemus etiam, ne libros Veteris 
Testamenti aut Novi laici permittantur habere; nisi forte 
Psalterium, vel Breviarium pro divinis officiis, aut horas B. 
Mariae aliquis ex devotione habeant in vulgari translatos, 
arctissime inhibeamus.” (Ibid.) Here is my basic translation 
of the edict – “We prohibit laymen, and refuse them 
permission to have the books of the Old and New 
Testament; except perhaps they might desire to 
have the Psalter, or some Breviary of the divine service, or the Hours of 
the blessed Virgin Mary, for devotion but expressly forbid their having 
other parts of the Bible translated into the vulgar tongue.”  
   Three years later “In 1234 a synod at Tarragona extended the prohibition of the 
Scriptures in the vernacular to the clergy.” And in addition ecclesiastical leaders of the 
Roman Church “ordered all vernacular versions to be brought to the Bishop to be 
burned.” (The Bible From The Beginning; by Paris Marion Simms; The MacMillan 
Company – 1929; p.162). 
   To enforce their diabolical laws, Pope Innocent III, called the father of the 
Inquisition, laid much of the groundwork for the Inquisition that “officially” started 
15 years after his death in 1231. He “declared that as by the old law, the beast touching 
the holy mount was to be stoned to death, so simple and uneducated men were not to 
touch the Bible or venture to preach its doctrines.” Historian Thomas Armitage writes 
-  “All the time that this gentle blood (of Christians) was flowing, the sanctified beauty 
known as Innocent III drank it in like nectar of Paradise.” (Continued on page 3) 
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   “Rome Declares the Bible a Forbidden Book”, continued from page 2 
   It is clear that Innocent III, father of the Inquisition, was determined to do away with 
all Bible believers who dared preach, teach, read or believe the Bible. He went to great 
lengths to exterminate these Bible-reading, Bible-believing, Bible preaching pests. One 
of his most successful exterminations he used was for Crusades. But these Crusades 
were not against the Moslems to reclaim Christian territory. They were to exterminate 
Bible believing Christians.  The great English Baptist Historian G. H. Orchard writes of 
one such crusade –  
 

   “In the year 1209, a formidable army of cross-bearers, of forty days’ service, was put into motion, 
destined to destroy all heretics. …The cruelties of these Crusades appear to have no parallel; in a few 

months there were sacrificed about two hundred thousand lives, and barbarities practiced, before 
unheard of, all which met the approbation of Innocent the 3rd. Two large cities, Beziers and Carcassone, 
were reduced to ashes, and thousands of others, driven from their burning houses, were wandering in 

the woods and mountains, sinking daily under the pressure of want.”(A Concise History of Baptists 
from the Time of Christ their Founder to the 18th Century; by G. H. Orchard; Published 1885; p.211). 

   Church historian William Blackburn writes, “No legalized institution (the Inquisition) 
has ever done more to crush intellectual and religious liberty, or added more to the 
unspoken miseries of the human race. Every layman daring to possess a Bible, now 
first forbidden to the laity by this council, was in peril of the rack, the dungeon, and the 
stake.” (History of the Christian Church from its Origin to The Present Time by 
William Maxwell Blackburn; published by Walden and Stowe in 1880; p.309) 

   Bible Twisters 
   Though the Roman Catholic Church did not want people or even the priests to read 
the Bible, they claimed biblical authority for their Inquisition atrocities. St. 
Augustine (354 to 430 A.D.) taught that it was appropriate, even necessary, for 
people to be compelled to worship and obey the directives of the official, approved 
church. He based this on Luke 14:23 which says, “And 
the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways 
and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled.” He interpreted this verse “as endorsing 
the use of force against heretics.” (Grolier Electronic 
Publishing – 1992; Inquisition). A heretic was defined 
as anyone who disagreed with and or refused to adopt 
the doctrines and practices of the official church, the 
Roman Catholic Church. If the heretic could not be 
persuaded to conform to the Church, he believed the 
Bible taught that the heretic should be punished as God punishes sinners…by being 
burned with fire. Augustine based this teaching on John 15:6 which says – “If a man 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, 
and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.” 
   The enforcers of the Inquisition were the orders established by Dominic de Guzman 
1170-1221 AD (Dominicans) and Francis of Assisis - 1181-1226 AD  (Franciscans). "The 
seat of the Inquisition in each district was the monastery of the order (Dominicans or 
Franciscan) to which the inquisitors for that part belonged." (The Encyclopedia 
Britannica - 11th Edition; Vol. 14. P.589 (Continued on page 4) 
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“Rome Declares the Bible a Forbidden Book”, continued from page 3  In fact, “The  
office of inquisitor was entrusted almost exclusively to the Franciscans and, especially, the 
Dominicans” (Microsoft Encarts – Funk & Wagnall’s Corporation; Article: The  
nquisition) because of their tenacity and superior training in Catholic ecclesiastical dogma. 
Dominic especially sought to "increase the power of the church and to  
perpetuate the integrity of Catholic doctrine. Dominic was cold, systematic, austere and a 
master disciplinarian. Dominic was called the hammer of the heretics. (History of the 
Christian Church by Philip Schaff; volume 5, pp.380-381) In fact “the blood-thirst of the 
Dominicans earned for themselves the stigma of (being labled) Domini Cannes or the 
Lord’s Dogs.” (History of the Baptists; Thomas Armitage, D.D.; 1890;  
p.311-312). 
   Historian H. G. Wells records the words of Dominic as he tells the “heretics” he is 
through trying to convince them of their errors and now will torture them into  
capitulating to Roman Catholic dogma. Dominic writes this in his last discourse to the  
Bible believing “heretics” before he unleashes the full fury of his hellish Inquisition atroci-
ties upon them – “For many years I have exhorted you in vain, with gentleness, preaching, 

praying, and weeping. But according to the proverb of 
my country, ‘Where blessing can accomplish nothing, 
blows may avail,’ we shall rouse against you princes 
and prelates, who, alas! Will arm nations and kingdoms 
against this land…and thus blows will avail where 
blessings and gentleness have been powerless.” (The 
Outline of History by H. G. Wells; p.547)  
   The Church of Rome kept the world in the Dark  
Ages by keeping the Bible away from the people. Man’s 
first obligation is to God and not human leaders in any 
church. Peter reminds us in Acts 5:29 “We ought to 
obey God rather than men.” The Bible teaches that we 

all have the freedom of conscience. We all have the right and responsibility to study the  
Bible and interpret for ourselves what it means. Further, we will be required to give  
account of ourselves to God. Therefore, no other man and no church can or should try to 
act as our conscience (1 John 2:27; Romans 14:5 & 12; 1 Thessalonians 5:21; Acts 17:11). 
Yet, despite the genuine truths of the Word of God, the Roman Catholic Inquisition 
"machine" ploughed ahead devouring everyone in its path who disagreed with her. 
   I will close with these verses – 2 Timothy 2:15,16 “Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But 
shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness.” 

[Materials for this article come from The Indestructible Book:  
Examining the History of Our English Bible by Dr. David L Brown] 

   Editor’s note: Dr. Brown is a board member of  The Conversion Center and has been a close 
friend to me for some years. His expertise in history has been a real aid in many aspects. He is 
also the President of the KJBRC (King James Bible Research Council) and travels often with a 
historical Bible display with many biblical artifacts and samples (pictured in the article). He can 
be reached through Facebook or at his church, the First Baptist Church of Oak Creek, WI. It is 
our desire to have a long series of articles from Dr. Brown in the future. His book “The  
Indestructible  Book: Examining the History of Our English Bible” is available on Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble. –MTR 
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     Mexico Tract Project 2018 
   We have been praying for $15,000 to 
print 250,000 tracts for sending to the 
Wheeler family in Mexico. At the time of 
this printing, we are at $10,420.50!  
   Please pray for the remaining $4,500+ 
we need for this project. The tracts need to 
be in TN by the 26th of October for 
shipping to Mexico. In January, we sent 

130,000 tracts and by June, they were all distributed. The tract, 
“Am I Going to Heaven?˝ (seen below) was the most widely 
requested tract and we will be sending a large number of this in 
our next shipment.  
   I want to publically thank Berea Baptist Church 
in Greenville, SC. They took on this project in their 
VBS and raised over $4,000 during the week!  
   Please be in prayer for the tens of thousands of 
people who will receive a good, Gospel tract in the 

country of Mexico as a result of this 
project! We will never know, this 
side of Heaven, the extent of this aspect of The 
Conversion Center’s ministry. I fondly think of 1 
Corinthians 3:6, “I have planted, Apollos 
watered; but God gave the increase˝. We aren’t 
responsible to keep the records, but we are 
required to be faithful! Thank you for your 
prayers and gifts on behalf of the many souls in 

the nation of Mexico! 
                                  Page 5 



 

 

FLEA MARKETS UPDATE 
   We have passed the year mark for the flea market 
booth in Pendergrass, GA. We have seen over 160,000 
tracts handed out and we look forward to hearing 
continued reports of these tracts being distributed. 
Many thanks to First Baptist Church of Oak Creek, WI 

for raising money during their VBS in July to pay for the booth rental and tracts for a 
month. It was encouraging to see the kids bringing in money to help! 
   I would ask you to pray for more helpers. If you would be willing to spend some hours 
(or even a weekend) helping out, we would love to hear from you. It’s one of the rare 
opportunities where you can individually hand out several thousand tracts in a weekend. 
We are blessed to have a booth inside (where it’s climate controlled) and in a high traffic 
location. Please pray with us for more helpers!  
   Also, the Berea Baptist Church (mentioned on page 5) will be manning a booth at the 
White Horse Flea Market that we had researched for a potential ministry. Please be in 
prayer as we try to aid them in every way we can. 

CATHOLIC PRIEST ABUSE REPORT IN PENNSYLVANIA  
  News broke in August from the PA State Supreme Court and the 
PA State Attorney General showing a history of the Roman 
Catholic Church’s priests sexually abusing minors over a period 
of at least 70 years. The results are mind-numbing with over 300 

priests and over 1,000 victims. In 2005, there was a report made public from Philadelphia 
District Attorney Lynne Abraham indicating that the Archdiocese of Philadelphia had a number 
(totaling about 160) of priests who had sexually abused minors. Her story of trying to uncover 
the facts, while being met with utter lies and a complete lack of cooperation was documented 
in the film, “Dark Secrets”. In 2015, a scandal broke the news in the Boston archdiocese 
totaling 271 priests and at the time of this article, there are many calls for various Bishops, 
Cardinals and even the Pope to resign as more and more facts surface. I’ve read several 
defenses for the RCC in the last few weeks. One of them is that this has been something that 
happened over a period of decades and that it’s not as bad as it seems. I would say that it 
shows a pattern of behavior over a PERIOD OF DECADES, meaning that it’s not a random 
thing. Another defense that I’ve heard is that there are a few priests that have brought a blight 
on the rest of them. I don’t doubt that the majority of priests have never sexually abused 
anyone. However, to brush this off as something of an anomaly is foolish and the more we 
learn, the more we see that it’s not an isolated thing. Also, we need to pray for the victims and 
that they will turn their heart and souls to God for healing. Matthew 19:14 says, “But Jesus 
said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven.”   
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     Dear Reader, 
   Thank you for reading this edition of  The Gospel Catholic! We 
are grateful for the many kind notes and cards from our friends. It 
was a busy summer and I want to spend the next few paragraphs 
updating you, and will leave you with some prayer requests! Before 
I “change gears”, let me tell you about the DVD offer for this 
edition. It’s called, “A Lamp in the Dark”, pictured below. Dr. 

Brown had part in compiling this as well as some other friends of The Conversion 
Center. We are giving it for the suggested donation of at least $20! I think you will 
thoroughly enjoy it; I’ve watched it twice so far. 
   TRACT PRINTING We have printed 226,000 tracts this year at the 
time of this letter. I was praying for 250,000 last year (we didn’t make it) 
and the same number this year. When we send our tracts to Mexico, we 
will easily pass 400,000 for the year and will be close to 500,000!!! 
Please rejoice with us in the blessing of seeing these wonderful numbers! 
Thank you to those who give towards our tracts! 
I asked you to pray for tracts we shipped to Chile in our last edition. After 
a long period of time, the missionary was able to get them out with a 
rather expensive “import tax”. Please pray for more economical options for getting tracts 
to Ecuador, Paraguay, Peru and Chile as we’ve had many requests for literature.  
   TRACT DEPOTS We are thrilled for the depots we currently have. I was offered a 
chance to send tracts to a second church in El Paso, TX, and already they have sent over 
1,500 to Mexico with a missions team. We will be there in October and hope to arrange 
a depot in NM, as well. The depot in NY has opened some doors of contact. Just today I 
received a letter that said, “To whom it may concern, I came across your tracts at a 
camp in New York. I am a pastor in ******, PA. It is heavily Catholic in this area. I 
was wondering if you could send me some of your tracts to pass out in our area.” 
We have already sent out a package and look forward to supplying him in the future. 
Please pray for those who will be witnessing to the dear souls in their small town.  
   PERSONAL   Our family is doing well. We have recently started school. Stephen (5th 
grade), Katie (2nd grade), and Trisha (kindergarten) are off to a great start. Rachel is 
wonderful at homeschooling and I’m thankful for her work. The summer was especially 
busy travel wise and September will be much slower. We are thankful to have had so 
many trouble free trips this year. In July, for example, we were gone for 24 days and 
made stops in 5 states and at 8 churches and conferences.  
   Prayer requests Please continue to pray for the support of The Conversion Center. We 
have doors of opportunity (like the tracts to mission fields I mentioned above) that we 
aren’t able to walk through at this point because of lack of support. Please pray for the 
many thousands of souls who will be reading our tracts in so many locations! Lastly, 
please pray for strength and wisdom for me as I seek to lead this ministry in the way that 
God desires! Thank you so much!!! 
                                                                 Yours for the Kingdom,  
                                                    Mark T. Reno, Director 
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The Gospel of Grace 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
God’s Word, the Bible, Tells Us We Need To Be Saved 
 “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Ma hew 18:11 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 “Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3 
Even Religious Works Cannot Bring Salva on 
 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
 He saved us.” Titus 3:5 
 “…not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:9 
 “… all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 
 “ This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.”  John 6:29 
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salva on 
 “Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24 
 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14:6 
We Must Accept Christ To Be Saved 
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only bego en Son, that whosoever  
              believeth in Him should not perish but have everlas ng life.”  John 3:16 
 “He that believeth on Him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already 

because he hath not believed….”  John 3:18 
 “…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”  John 6:37 
We Are Saved By Faith Alone 
 “Therefore we conclude that a man is jus fied by faith without the deeds of the law.”  
 Romans 3:28 “Knowing that a man is not jus fied by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be jus fied. Gala ans 2:16. 
 
 

                 
HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and all-sufficient 
Savior? If not, you are invited to trust Him NOW. Then unite with a Christ-centered, Bible 

teaching, Missionary-minded, Separated, and Fundamental, New Testament Christian Church. 
*************** 

THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC. 
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission 

 THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publica on of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be mailed to you free and postage 
paid upon request. It is also available via email and our website. Free tract samples will also be mailed upon request. 

HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program? 
HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your will? 

FOUNDER – Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark T. Reno, Director; Pastor J. Paul Reno, Board Chairman; Dr. Steve 
Zeinner, Vice Chairman; Dr. David L. Brown; Dr. Bruce Kohler, Secretary; Mrs. Patricia Maconaghie and Dr. Tim Rabon  

 

Interna onal Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384 
Telephone (301) 790-2593 | Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com 
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