
 

 

The Sole purpose of this publication is to promote God’s message of  
salvation through faith alone in the death, burial and resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Additional free literature is available upon request. 

        

2018 Tract Project 
As you may remember, we sent 
130,000 tracts to the Wheelers in 
Mexico in January. They  
distribute tracts, Bibles and  

booklets freely to pastors and missionaries in 

all 31 states in Mexico. We are praying for 
$15,000 to send 250,000 tracts at the 
end of September. We keep a 
“thermometer” in the office to track 
how we are progress-

ing; at this time we 
have $2,000 towards our 
goal! Please pray for the 
money to fund this worthy 
endeavor! Any gifts for this 
should be labeled “Mexico Tracts”. Follow us 

on Facebook for updates! 
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Flea Market Ministry Update 
Our booth in Pendergrass, GA, continues to see large 

amounts of literature passed out each weekend! At the time 

of publication, we have seen over 

140,000 tracts distributed. We are now 

offering “correspondence lessons” to 

those who are interested.  

1.PLEASE pray with us for more 

laborers to help us work in the booth.  

We desperately need more help! 

2. Also, we are praying about starting 

a booth at the White Horse Flea 

Market in Greenville, SC. Below is a 

“Google Earth” picture of the site. It 

doesn’t have quite as many people as 

Pendergrass, but Stephen and I were 

impressed with the possibilities when we were there earlier 

this spring.  

3.Please pray for the money 

needed for booth rent and tract 

printing. We could easily see 

300,000 tracts given out each year 

at these two flea markets alone.  

What an opportunity; let’s seize it! 
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Biblical Rome or Bogus Rome 
(Part #1 of a multi-part series on Roman Catholicism) 

By Dr. David L. Brown 

 
   In about 57 A.D. the Apostle Paul wrote his letter “to all that 
be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 
saints.” (Romans 1:7). Lest there be any confusion, in the 
New Testament “saints” are NEVER deceased individuals who 
have been “canonized” by the Roman Catholic Church and 
“given” sainthood. Biblical saints are those who “call upon the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord.” (1 Corinthians 1:2). In 

his 9,447 word letter (per KJV) this great missionary, church planter,  soul winner and 
theologian lays out for the Roman Church (and for us today) the most complete 
summary of Christian Doctrine ever written on Biblical Salvation and Biblical Doctrine.  
   The key theme of Paul’s letter to the early Roman Church was – The Righteousness of 
God is available to everyone who comes to Christ through faith alone. One of many 
places this is stated is in Romans 3:22 “the righteousness of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe.” 
   Paul makes it clear: Salvation from sin is faith based, it is the gift of God and not 
works. Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

   How did the Roman Catholic Church stray so far and indeed REJECT the 
instructions that the Apostle Paul gave in his letter to the Roman believers? To answer 
that, we need to dig into history. Early Christians were persecuted and martyred by the 
Jewish hierarchy and by Imperial Rome. Among the Roman persecutors were:  Nero 
(54-68), Domitian (81-96), Tarjan (98-117), Marcus Aurelius (161-180), Decius Tarjan 
(249-251) Valerian (253-260), Diocletian (284-305). However, as Christians were 
scattered because of these persecutions, they took the Gospel message with them (Acts 
11:19-24). Quintus Septimius Florens Tertullianus, better known as Tertullian (155-
240 A.D.) said, “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.”  

   As these early Christians fled, they took the Gospel message, consistent with the 
message in Paul’s letter to the Romans and led other people to Christ and churches 
were established. In these early years, the churches were established based on Christ’s 
first century pattern as revealed to Paul, “He Himself gave some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors [i.e., bishops or 
elders] and teachers” (Ephesians 4:11). Jesus NEVER elevated one pastor over 
others, but rather established an equable office for service and each church was 
indigenous (local). Tragically man corrupted the New Testament pattern. Whereas the 
title bishop, elder and pastor are used interchangeably in the New Testament (see Acts 
20:17 &28; Titus 1:5 & 7; 1 Peter 5:1-5), and in the New Testament a 
“Bishop” (elder, pastor) had oversight of just one church, the biblical dynamic was 
corrupted and a “Bishop” was given oversight over a number of churches in an area. 
Then Constantine comes on the scene (280-337 A.D.).  
“The Biblical Rome or The Bogus Rome”, continued on page 4 
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  “The Biblical Rome or the Bogus Rome”, continued from page 3   
There is a civil war between Constantine and Maxentius for control of the Empire. 
Maxentius engages a witch to curse Constantine and his army. Eusebius of Caesarea 
writes, “The night  before this battle (the battle of Milvian Bridge October 28, 312), the 

emperor (Constantine) saw a cross of light in the heavens and the words In 
Hoc Signo Vinces (by this sign you will conquer)”. It was the Greek  
Chi-Rho XP, which are the first two Greek letters for ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ (Christos) 
referring to Christ. His soldiers went into battle bearing the “Christian” 
monogram on their shields, rather than the Roman eagle. He won the battle 

and consolidated his rule over the Eastern and Western Roman Empire. As a result of 
his victory he issued the Edict of Milan in 313 A.D. stopping the persecution of  
Christians and giving them full legal standing. While that may seem good to many, it 
proved to be a source of major corruption of Biblical Christianity. In 326 A.D. he 
brought the church and state together and ultimately became the 
legislator of the Christian Church. Constantine put himself in a  
position to determine what kind of religion Christianity would be. 
He declared himself a bishop and took the Roman Christian 
Church hostage  by persecuting pastors who would not submit to 
him and appointing and rewarding bishops whom he favored. The 
independent New Testament Church of Rome, to whom Paul had 
written his letter, was put down and in its place the counterfeit 
Church of Rome was established that would serve the desires of 
the emperor and his empire. In Constantine’s day, with the union 
of church and state, bishops were endowed with great privilege 
and power. There were five powerful bishops: Rome, Antioch,  
Alexandria, Constantinople and Jerusalem.  
   The Bishop of Rome was not satisfied with sharing his power and dominion with four 
others. Hence, when Damasus was elected Bishop of Rome in 366 A.D. he battled to 
force the other cities to recognize the supremacy of the Bishop of Rome over all other  
bishops. Upon his death, Siricius became Bishop of Rome in 384 A.D. and claimed  
authority over the other bishops, though there is no Scriptural authority for such a 
claim. He was the first to call himself Peter’s heir. He manipulated testimony that Peter 
gave in Caesarea Philippi as recorded in Matthew 16:15-18. Peter said of Christ – 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Christ affirmed that indeed He 
IS the Christ, the Son of the living God and that he would build His church on that fact! 
Christ IS the Head of the Church (Ephesians 5:23). He has NEVER nor will ever  
abdicate that responsibility to Peter or anyone else. 
    Leo I (in 440 A.D.) and Gregory the Great (in 590 A.D.) declared the supremacy of 
Rome over the other churches. By 607 A.D. (and Boniface III), the supremacy of the 
Bishop of Rome was universally accepted.  
   I will close this article with Ephesians 5:23  “For the husband is the head of 
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of 
the body.” The verse is clear. There is to be ONLY ONE husband with authority over 
one wife. So there is ONLY ONE person with authority over the church. Who is that 
person? “Christ is the head of the church.” The Doctrines of Paul’s Letter to the  
Romans have been supplanted by the Roman Catholic Church! It is NOT a Biblical 
Church but a Bogus Church.—Dr. David L. Brown 
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Our trip to Israel 
   Rachel and I were able to take a trip touring the 
Holy Land in April.  I wanted to share with our 
readers some of our favorite pictures and the 
meaning behind them. At left you see a picture of the 
Israeli flag at Masada, with the Dead Sea in the 
background. (This picture isn’t one we took, I waited 
a long time and did not get a strong enough breeze 
for the flag to fly). Masada is where King Herod had 
a fortress and was the site of the Jewish resistance to 

Roman invaders in the First Jewish-Roman War. The picture at 
right is from our hotel over the Sea of Galilee; the sunrises were 
breathtaking! We spent several days in Tiberias seeing many 
sites before travelling “up” to Jerusalem. The gate in the picture 

at left is approximately 4,000 
years old and is found at Tel 
Dan. It’s one Abraham would 
have used. I told Rachel that when we (in the USA) think of 
history, we think of landmarks being 400 years old or less. 
These sites are THOUSANDS of years old! The picture at 
right shows a boat that took us 
for a short ride on the sea of 

Galilee. It was a wonderful chance to sing hymns and look at the 
scenery with an idea of how it had looked in Jesus’ day.  

   While we were there, we went 
to a museum that had a fishing 
boat thought to be from the 1st 
century and would give you an idea of the shape or size of 
what was used. You can see it at 
left. The picture at right shows 
the church where Catholicism 

thinks Christ installed Peter as the chief 
apostle after the Resurrection. It was sad 
to watch people approach the rock and 
kiss it. I caught this picture of a Hindu 
lady after she kissed the rock, crossing 
herself before she left the building. Dr. Brown’s article on the previous 
pages and in his articles in the future will be very helpful on this and 
other subjects. The picture on the left is of Dr. Brown and me on the Mt. 
of Olives with the Temple Mount and “Dome of the Rock” in the 
background after our Sunday morning service up there. We entered 
Jerusalem the previous evening and when we came to this same spot as 
the sun went down, I couldn’t help but think of how it must have looked 
when Jesus looked at Jerusalem those 2,000 years ago. MEMORIES 
FROM ISRAEL, continued on page 6 
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Our Trip to Israel 

    part two 

  We were able to walk down the Mt. of Olives and down into 

Gethsamane. The olive trees at left are in the garden and some 

are thought to be 2,100 years old and still produce fruit. It was a 

humbling experience to walk in the literal footsteps of Jesus. 

The picture, below right, shows people in the Church of the 

Holy Sepulchre, kissing and praying at the rock where Roman Catholicism 

(and others) teach that Jesus’ body was anointed before burial. It was sad to 

see people rub articles of clothing, gifts and even babies on the stone, hoping 

for a blessing. The idolatry was overwhelming! 

   The picture at left shows Rachel and me at the Temple 

Mount, just inside the Eastern Gate. Because it is under 

Islamic control (for now), we were forbidden to pray, sing, 

have Scripture or even touch each other.  

   On a lighter note, the picture below and left shows what 

happens when the Director is pressured to ride a camel…. he 

does it! We were given the opportunity to ride a camel in Jericho and I seized 

it. I won’t be trading in my car for one anytime soon. The picture at right is of 

the Garden Tomb, thought by many to be the burial place of Christ. It was one 

of my favorite places to visit. The bottom left 

picture shows Rachel and me outside of the 

Jerusalem museum for the third Temple, spoken of 

in prophecy. It is currently kept near the Western 

Wall and Temple Mount for when the Jewish people 

will, once again, build a Temple. The bottom center 

picture shows me praying at the Western (weeping, 

wailing) Wall. I was struck by the sincerity of the Jewish people who came 

to pray there. They were extremely gracious to all of us, who were clearly 

tourists. Please pray for them to realize that their Messiah is coming 

BACK! “Pray for the peace of Jerusalem”. Lastly, the picture at bottom 

right is of Ceasarea Maritima, where 

Paul addressed 

Felix in Acts 24. 

The 

Mediterranean is 

in the background. The trip was life 

changing and I recommend that every 

Christian should try to visit the Holy 

Land. It will make your Bible study that much more “real” to you.   
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   Dear Reader,  

   Thank you so much for taking the time to read this edition of 
“The Gospel Catholic”. This edition has been a little out of the 
ordinary as we’ve started a series of articles by Dr. David L. 
Brown, one of our board members. Dr. Brown is President of the 
King James Bible Research Council and has a wealth of 
knowledge regarding the history in our Bible and also of how we 
received our Bible. As such, our “Book Offer” is a DVD called “A 
Bridge to Babylon: Rome, Ecumenism and the Bible”. Several of 

the men interviewed are friends of ours and I’ve preached in their churches. I hope you enjoy it 
as much as I did. You will want to watch it more than once.  
Personal Our children have finished their schoolwork for the year and 
are enjoying the freedom of “summer vacation”. The picture at left was 

from Mother’s Day. May is a big month with several 
birthdays, Mother’s Day and our anniversary (12 
years). I am so thankful for the family God has 
allowed us to have. Please continue to pray for us! 
   In the month of July, we will be gone all but one 
week so please pray for our safety and good meetings 
each place that we go. If you send 
correspondence or call the office, please 
remember that from late June through early 

August, we are travelling a large portion of the time.  
   Thank you to those who prayed; I replaced my Prius with 
another one. This one is a year newer (2007) and has130,000 
less miles. Please pray that we can pay it off shortly and that it 
gives us several years of many trouble free miles! 
Treasures for Tracts Our increase in tract distribution means 
that we have an increase in tract expense. Rachel and I have maintained a project called 
“Treasures for Tracts” where we will give any person or church a treasure chest for collecting 
loose change. All we ask in return is that you “cash in” the change/currency at least twice a 
year to help offset the expense of printing tracts for our tract depots, home office, flea market 
projects and various missionaries who request literature. Last week, I ordered over 34,000 
tracts at a cost of over $2,600. We are very grateful for the support for the ministry that enables 
us to print. If YOU would like your own treasure chest, contact us via Facebook, email, Twitter 
or mail and we will have one made and sent to you.  
Depot Updates I have contacted an additional pastor in El Paso, and have sent him 3 boxes of 
tracts to set up in his church sanctuary for distribution. He will keep us informed as he needs 
resupplied. The tract depot in Puerto Rico continues to see good distribution and Pastor Quito 
will be placing an order this month, Lord willing. We have sent 10,000 tracts to Chile in eight 
boxes. Two of them have arrived and six are still at the airport. Please pray that customs will 
allow them to be delivered without a “tax” being added.  
Conclusion Thank you, again, for your many prayers and gifts on behalf of our support and 
the funding for this ministry; we count it an honor and joy to be in His service! God bless,  
                                                            Yours for the Kingdom, 

                                        Mark T. Reno, Director   
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The Gospel of Grace 
God’s Word, the Bible, Tells Us We Need To Be Saved 
 “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Matthew 18:11 
 “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23 
 “Except a man be born again he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”  John 3:3 
Even Religious Works Cannot Bring Salvation 
 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy 
 He saved us.” Titus 3:5 
 “…not of works, lest any man should boast.”  Ephesians 2:9 
 “… all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”  Isaiah 64:6 
 “ This is the work of God that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent.”  John 6:29 
Jesus Christ – God Himself – Has Provided Everything For Our Salvation 
 “Who (Jesus) His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…” 1 Peter 2:24 
 “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” John 14:6 
We Must Accept Christ To Be Saved 
 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever  
              believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16 
 “He that believeth on Him is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already 

because he hath not believed….”  John 3:18 
 “…and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.”  John 6:37 
We Are Saved By Faith Alone 
 “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.”  
 Romans 3:28 “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ…for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. Galatians 2:16. 
 

                 

HAVE YOU….Been converted to the Lord Jesus Christ? Is He your personal and all-sufficient 
Savior? If not, you are invited to trust Him NOW. Then unite with a Christ-centered, Bible 

teaching, Missionary-minded, Separated, and Fundamental, New Testament Christian Church. 
*************** 

THE CONVERSION CENTER, INC. 
A Bible-believing Nonprofit Faith Mission 

  
THE GOSPEL CATHOLIC – the Official Quarterly Publication of the Conversion Center, Inc. will be mailed to you free and postage paid 

upon request. It is also available via email and our website. Free tract samples will also be mailed upon request. 
 

HAVE YOU….asked your church to include The Conversion Center, Inc. in its missionary program? 
HAVE YOU….remembered The Conversion Center, Inc. in your will? 

FOUNDER – Alexander O. Dunlap. Board of Directors – Mark T. Reno, Director; Pastor J. Paul Reno, Board Chairman; Dr. Steve 
Zeinner, Vice Chairman; Dr. David L. Brown; Dr. Bruce Kohler, Secretary; Mrs. Patricia Maconaghie and Dr. Tim Rabon  
 

International Headquarters Mailing Address: P.O. Box 384 Hagerstown, Md. 21741-0384 
Telephone (301) 790-2593 | Website address is www.theconversioncenter.com 

Page 8 


